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to. pine ſome publicke teftimonit before 1 zie, 


d\ conſidering that God kath offered ſuch oppor- 
| twnitic as ths, T thowght 1 could not do leſſe, 
then to teftifie my thankefulneſſe unto you, 
and to giue Gods Church anoccafion , both to bleſſe God for yon, 
and to remember you and yours in their Prayers, 1 do acknow- 
ledge that you haue bene, and ſo unto thrs day 'y0u do remaine, 
the mo#t faithfull friend , and bonntifull benefaftor, which hi- 
therto I haue fownd wpon the earth. You and your worthie wife 
now deceaſſed were the good Shunemites, which gaue me the firſt 
conſtant entertainement tm this ( ity.Yonr care ower me hath bene 
great, your faithfulneſſe true, and your bountie to me not little. 
[ arz perſwaded God will bleſſe you for it , and that Gods deare 
people will lone yon for it;andfor mine own part I ſhall ſtill remain 
51 your debt,to pray for you, and to do you the beſt ſpirituall good 
that I can. God hath deprined you of a vertwouswiſe, and me of a 
acare friend;but the will of the Lord is good, &+ he knoweth what 
1 beſt.Comfort your ſelf concerning hey death, by the ſaund expe- 
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np FLAT Fave friend, it hath bin my purpoſe a long time, \ 
(| | Berta di 
of your loue aud kindneſſe ſhewed unto me: And. 


| riexce which you bad of her godly & wertnons tife: (5 remember 
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feſſe you have 4 | fv miſe of her many ways,but the conſiderati. 


on of her vndou 


l'ro there 


. 1%hn Inxox the firſt borne, let me exhort you to flic 
JD anities of youth, and giue your mind vnto goodnes: 
Ine Creator in the dayes of yorr youth, Learne with 
iow the Scriptures of a child : as you are. the firſt 
e, ſo be you the firft borne in grace;be an example vn- 
of the children in vertue as ſtayedneſſe : fulfill the 
propheſies which ga of you. Yonr tender father retoyceth in you, 
and hopeth that grace ts in ſome meaſure begumne in you; and for 
my owne part I hope good of yow,therefore be you good. 
And you 11.Thomas Inxon, let me admoniſh you, not to turne 
the grace of God into wantonneſſe : vſe that capacitie which God 


bord 


| hath ginen vnto you , for the glorie of God: be careful! to gine 


your mind wnto learning, aud toknow God: be obedient to your 
parents , for this 14 the whole autic of man , as Salomon ſaith, 
Eccleſ.12. And otherwiſe, if you will not hearken vnto this, then 
muſt I ſay with the ſame Salomon: Reioyce 6 yong man in thy 


and walks in the wayes of thine heart , and in the ſight of thine 


into indgement, Eccleſc11.9. 
And you miſtris Elizabeth Inxon, let me put you in mind, 
that as you beare the name of your vertuous mother ſo you would 


be carefuli to follow her godly ſteps : be you diligent to heare 


a 


Gods 


youth, and tet thine heart cheere thee inthe dayes of thy youth, 


ees. But know thox,that for all theſe things God will bring thee þ, 
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Gods Word preached,and to reade the ſame inprinate exery day; 
meditate that which you beare and reade , and, be careſull to 
prattiſe that which you learne, both in your general and particu. 
lar calling. For theſe were the ſteps of your worthy mother, 

And you miſtru Sarah Inxon, remember alſo after whom you | 
are named,to wit, after Sarah the wife of Abraham.Be diligent | 
toreade the Foric of Sarah in the books of Geneſss,and follow | 
her in all things that are good and imitable. And remember the | 
words of the Apoſtle, that women are the daughters of Sarah ſo 
| lang 4s they doe well, 1. Pet.3. \ | 

And laſtly you Miſtris Marie Inxongsf God ſhall gine you life | 
to lime tome to yeares of diſcretion and underſtanding, conſider | 
whatT ſay unto you. Tou are named after the "bleſſed Virgine | 
Marie. As ſhe therefore eonceiued Chriit in herwombe , ſo do | 
you conceine him in your heart. As ſhe pondered the-words of the | 
ſpeephearas in her heart, ſo do you meditate of theword of God | 
day and night. Yea conſiacy what graces were in her, and [abour 
for the ſame.Yea let me ſay to all you three pure Virgins; beware 
you of the ſinnes of the times , take heed of following the vaine | 
faſhions of the world, take heed of pride, take heed of whoredome 
and all manner of vncleanneſſe : hane a care with whons you con- 
fort your ſelues : marrie uot without the conſent of your parents 
or gouernonr: , and be ſure that you marrie inthe Lord: Ina 
word, be carefull to reade and conſider the marks which were in 
your mother, and labony to find the like in your ſelnes.And thus 
Jon ſhall leade ableſſed iſe, and accompliſh a happie death , and 
at the laſt ſhall come to that heauenly kingdom , whither your 
deare mother u gone before, Unto the which beauenly khingdome, 
the Lord of hu mercie bring vs all for Jeſus (thrift his ſake, 
| Amen. 


Yowrs in all Chriflian dutie, 


STEPHEN DENISON, 
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Lo& Ourteous Reader, I haue beene exceedingly 
BY importuned, and that by many worthy Chri- 
< ſtians,for the marks which our worthy ſifter 
P24 deccaſſed left behind her. I could not tell 
how fo well to ſatisfie the religious requeſt 
" Uk of iy brethren in this thing , as by making 
publike for the common good both the Sermon and the 
Markes. Here therefore I ofter them to thy Chriſtian conſide- 
ration; reade them with a fingle eye: weigh them well;and 1f | 
thou reapeany benefit,giue the whole glorie to God, and re- 
membcr the ynwortby writer in thy prayers. 


- Thine in the Lord, 
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| inthe ſubſequent or next —_ verſes, andthat 


| matter ofthe complaint,which is twofold. Firſt, forthe 
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Iob 7.3» 4. 


ſome nights are appointed for me ©. when I lie downe, 1 
ſay, when ſhall l ariſe, and the nights be gone ? and 1 am 
fwllef toffings to and fro, unto the dawning of the day, 


Lap N the firſt verſe ofthis Chapter the ho-| 
bp ly man 1b layeth Jowne agenerall po- 


Wy. 


2 and this pofitfon he-laboureth to make 


by declaring wherein the compariſon ſtandeth be. 
tweene the dayes of an hireling and the dayes of mor- 
tall man, in theſe words following : As « /eruant earneſt. 
ly defireth the ſhadow,aud 44 anhireling looketh for the re- 
ward of hi worke, ſoam 1 made to poſſefſe the moneths of 
vanity., and weariſome nihts are appointed for me, &c. 
This is thecoherence. | 
Now this text is-for the matter of ita lamentable 
complaint,wherein for order and methods ſake, we may 
take notice of two points, firſt of theperſon complai- 
ning , and that was /ob in the word 7. Secondly, of the 


vaniſhing of his time in theſe words,So baue 1 kyye made 
to 


|  COEIIT 
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So am'l made to poſſeſſe the moneths of vanitie, and weari- | 


I& ſition ,to wit, thatthe dayes of monall,| 
Y) manare like to thedayes of an hireling: | 
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ro poſſeſſe the moneths of vanitie, Secondly, for the tedi-| 
6's and extremitie ofhis paine, in thereſt of the | 
text: And weariſome nights are appointed nto me : whes| 
1lie dewne,1 ſay whtn ſhall I ariſe , andthe night be gone? 
aud l am full of teſſings to. and fro vato the dawning of 
za RO | 


So am 1 made t0 peſeſſ the monetbs of vanitie. It may 
here be demanded inthe firſt place , what is meant in] 
theſe words by vanity. Ymowhich juſtdemand for 


holding vanity, tharis, from beholding 
,Andindeed my deate Chriſtian brethre, 
Af inftlyftyled by the name of vanitie, forthere isno | 
]vanitytothe vanity offin. For how vaine a pratiſcit is 
| for alittle momentanie pleaſure , and for a modicum of 
tranſitory profit , that a man or woman ſhould fer the | 
glory ofGod , the merics of Chriſt, thekingdome'of 
heaven and their owne ſaluation to ſale, Tleaue it to 
your owne conſcience to judge. Butfor my owne part, 
I efteeme wilfull and defperare finners to be the moſt 
vaineand fooliſh people inthe world; Bur concerning 
this kind of vanitie 7b doth not ſpeake in this place : for 
it is not meant that /ob had ſpent his moneths inthe va- 
nity of finne,asthey do which ſpendtheir ptecious time: 
in pricking and pinning , and painting and pampering, 
in running to ſtage playes, in haunting of tauernes and' 
alehouſes, in proſecuting of ynneceſfary ſuites at Jaw, 
and ſuch like : for 7b indeed was nove of this curſed 
| crew : Wt be was perfett and vpright andone that feared! 
" | | . God," 


IK a 


| ſecond chapter and third verſe of this holy booke. 
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God and eſchued enill, as God himſelfe giues reſttmony 
of him inthe firſt chap. ofthis booke, at the firft verſe; 
yea this bleſſed 74h was ſuch a man, as thatthere was 
none like him in all reſpe&s in the whole world, at the 
leaſt in his age and time. For ſo it is ſaid of him in the 


We muſt note therefore and obſerue , that the word 
vanity is taken allo in Scripture for the vanity of a fa. 
ding condition, and fo itis vſedinPſal.144.4; whereir 
is ſaid, Manu like to venity , his dayes are like a ſhadow 
that vaniſhith: and Rom.8.20,The creature is made ſub- 
zets to vanity : that is, to a fading condition. And thus 
the wor3 vanity is vicd in our preſent text :- / bane bad 
as an inheritance the moneths of vanity,that is,vaniſhing 
and fading moneths, the abſtra& bcing put for the 
concrete, or vanity for vaniſhing. | | 

And weariſome nights, cc. Here it may be inquired 
what it was that 7ob endured inthe nighe,for the which 
he termes his nights weariſomenights, er, asitisin the | 
orighten, nights of labour, To this I anſiver: Job endu-| 
red three things inthenights , the which three things 
made his nights the nights of Jabour and vnreſt. 

Firſt, he endured fearcfull dreames and viſions , as 
appearcth in this preſent ſeuenth chapter and fourth 
verſe, where itis ſaid, }hew 7 ſay my bed ſhall comfort me, | 
my couch ſhall eaſe my complaint , then thos ſcareſt mee 
with dream? s, and terrifieſt me through viſions, Andthis 
was a great paſſion ;*for it is grieuous to be ſcared with 
dreames, butir is more to be terrified with vifions and 
apparitionsof Angels;whether goodorcujll, The want 
of naturallreſt vntoa weake perſon is very tedious, but 


this addition of terror & horror is much more gricuous. | | 
2.The 
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2 The ſecond thing which 7b endured in the night, 
as well as by day, it was anguiſh of mind andtrouble of 
conſcience: For his calamitie was beauier then the ſand 
of the ſea, the arrowes of God Almightie were within him, 
the poyſon thereof drunke wp his ſpirit , yea the terrors of 
| God ſet themſelues in aray againſt him,lob 6.2.3.Andthis | 
' was mattet of ſore labour; for as Sa/omon ſaith, A mas | 
| willbeare his infirmitic ; but 4. wounded ſpirit , who can! 
beare it? Prou,n8.14, | 
| 3.Thethird thing which 7-4endured in the night, | 

was extremitic of paine inthe bodie,expreſſed by verie 

| grieuous and Jolefall firs, for whew be lay downe, be ſaid, 
when ſball ! ariſe, and the Pight be gone ? and be was{ul, 
oraSitis in the originall, he bad his bely follof refings 
to and fro tothe dawning of the day. And there is none 
which haue had experience of extremitic of ſickneſle, 
but I hopethey willeaſily acknowledge,that extremitie | 
of paine is aſore labour. ' 

Thus much for theclearing of the meaning of the 
words. | | 
| Now before we come to the dodtines and inſtru. 
QAjons, one maine queſtion may be moved concerning 
the practiſe of 7bin complaining whether he did well 
orill init? Andto this I anſwer,that in many things 0b 
finned in the matter of complaint , as in car/ing the dey 
of his birth, lob 3. and in defiring for anguiſh ro be cur 
off before his time , ob 6.9. and chaſing to be ſlrawgled 
was likewiſe a great finne in him, lob 9,15. But in theſe 
wordsin the text, I rake itthat 7ob did not mainly finne, 
(howbeit Ido not excuſe him altogether from iofirmi- 
tie, ) but for his words vſed, they arc warrantable; as for 
his ſecrer affeion, we hane nothing todo with it, we | 

leaue 


hm 
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leaue ic to Godthat knowes it.” 

Youwill then demand, [s it lawfull for ſuch as ate in 
diſtreſſe tocomplaine ? | 19 

To this I an{wer, that all complaint is not: finfull. 
Dasxid complained inthe (ixt Plalme, that his ſoule was 
ſore troubled, and yet he finnednot. Hezekiah mourned | 
like « done in his ſackneſſe, Elay 38.14. and yet for thatis 
notiuſtly to be reproucd, | 

But lawfull complaint in time of cxtremitic mnſt be 
ioyned with theſe limitations, 

Firſt it muſt nor be with mucmuring or repining a- 
gainſt God,but rather with a patient ſubmitting to his 
bleſſed will, ſothatthough we do declare our griefe, 
yet we muſt becontent to endureit, in obedience to 
God, and we muſt learne of Chrift, toſay , If thouwilt 
that I ſhall drinke of this cup , thy willbe done. 

Secondly, our complaint muſinot be to the weak. 
ning of our faith: we muſtſocomplaine,as that ſtill we 
hold faſt ſome ground of ioy. For indeed we ought to 
rcioyce euermore; and we (ſhould nor mourne without 
hope, asthe Apoſtle ſpeakerh. 

Thirdly,our complaints muft be moderate;for there 
is but atime to monrne. Ve ought to find time, as well 
for the declaring of Gods mercies which we haue fre- 
cciued, asto expreſlc our griefes , or elſe we are great. 
ly vathankfull, | 

Thus wuch for the meaning, Now come we , by 
Gods permiſſion and aſſiſtance , to colle&t ſuch do- 
f rrines & inſtructions as may make for our edification. 

Moneths of vaxitie, Wherenote we, that Job ſpea- 
king ofhis life,doth not rerme his moneths,moneths of 
\Certaintic , as though he had'a Tcafe of his life , bur ; 

B 2 moneths | 
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moneths of vanitie, as implying that Mans life is wery | 


| [thing more fraile, and more vncertaine, Forthiscayſe 


THE eMONVMEN,T, | 


fraiie and ſubieft trwaniſs away. And indeed there is no- 


theScripturecompareth our lives to things thar are ve- 
ryir:conſtant: as ſometimes to grafſe,which in the mor. 
ning flouriſheth and groweth, and inthe eucting is cut 
downe and witnereth, Plal.g90.5.6, And ſometime ro 
a vapour,which appearcth ſor a very lirtle time, and af. 
terwards vaniſheth away, Iam.4.14. Sometime to a 
weauers ſhuttle , which quickly paſſerh from one fide 
C the webbevmtotheother,Zometgmeto ſmoke,which 
js driven away and diſperſed with every wind or blaſt, 
Plalme:02.3, Sometimetoa ſhadow which declineth, 
Pſal.102.11, And ſometimesjovanity it ſclte, as in my 
TEXT, Ss. | ; M27; | 
Gods Churchand people haue taken diligent notice 
of this,fraiity from time-to time, and therefore haue 
made agcount of ſhort life, Hence it is that abraham 
in his perfe& health termerh himſelfe duſt and aſhes, 
Geneſ.18, 27, Hence it isthat Daaid (aith, thathis lite is 
alwayes in his hand, Pſal.119.199, Hence it is that Paul 
ſaith, / a7 readie to be aelinered, and the time of my depar-. 
ture at band, 2,Tim.q.6.. Hence «4s that the Church 
faich ; we have here no abiding Gitie, Heb.13.14. And 
hence i; is that ſo many faithfull Chriſtians do ſo ordi- 
narily remember their mortalitie and their graue when 
they lie downe intheir beds, | 
And: indeed verie experience..doth teach'vs that 
mans life is fraile. For do we not ſee. yong men die as 
well as-old > Do. we not fee firong men die as well as 
weake ? Do wenot ſee wiſe men dic as well as fooliſh? 
Yea do we not ſee Phyſitians dic-as well as patients ? 


Yea 


err, 


| OR TOMBE-STONE, = 


Yeathere is none, rich or poore, high, orlow, noble or 
harp which can promiſe himſclferoliuc for theſpace 
of one poore houre. 
Againe, our lives muſt needs be fraile and vncer. | , Reaſon 
| taine, in reſpe& of the, manifold] dangers whereunto 
they are continually ſubie&, For firſt , they are ſubic 
to inficire diſeaſes, 4sro the peſtilence, to the burning 
feuer,to conſumptions, tothe gout, to the ſtone, tothe 
dropfie, ro the bloudie iflue, and ro innumerable other. 

Secondly , they are ſubic& ro theſtroke of Angels, 
to the layings in waite of enemies , yea to Gods imme-; 
diate ſtroke, 

Thirdly , they are ſubic& to many ſodaine accidents, 
If they trauell by land, they are ſubic@ co be taken by 
theeues and robbers, andto be left for dead.lf they ride, 
they are ſubic& to fall from their horſes , and to breake 
their neckes. Ifthey trauell on foore,they are ſubie@to 
take immoderate heate. If they cate, theyareſubic@ ro 
take ſurfer, though they cate neuer ſolitele, Ifthey faſt, 
they are ſubie&-co grow into weakeneſle, If they fir in 
their houſes, diſcaſes will grow vpon them by much fit- 
ting. Ifthey walke abroad, a thouſand dangers both o. 
uvertheir heads and vnder their fecte , and beforethern, 
and behind them, and attheir right hand-and ar their 
left,doatrend and waitevypon them, and therefore how 

fraileisthe life ofman > - - 

| Yea bur ſome poſſibly will obie& and ſay , Do we | 06:2. 
not ſee ſome men and women toliue ſong? Do not 
ſome in our age attaine ſeuentie yeares, ſome cightie 
yeares, ſome nintie yeares, ſome an hundreth ? and may 
not I kopeto liue as long as rhey ? 

I do notdenie,but God is able to continuethee long | 4#/. 
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vpon the carth , though thy life be never ſo fraile, Bur 
itisnot theſafeſt courſe, my Chriſtian brother, ro make 
account of, or toexpeCt long life. For ifthey which are 
ftrong liue vntill ſeventie or cightie yeares, yet wefind' 
by experience, that there be a great many which neuer 
ſce fortic , ſome which neucrſee thirtie , fome-which| 
never ſee twentic,ſome which neuer ſee ten. | 

Yea but ſome, ir may be, will further obie& andiay, 
I am ſtrong and luſty, I am yong , or in my beſt yeares, 
I find no decay in my body; and therefore what reaſon 
haue I to lookefor death? 

Alas poore ſoule, whoſocuer thou art, thou art too 
prone todeceiue thy ſclfe, Haſt thou never read, that 
Man in his beſt eftate,thatis,in his beſt yeares,in his beſt | 
ſtrength,in the verie floure of his age, #s a/rogether want- 
| tie? Reade Pſalme 39.5.andit will teachthee. Haſt thou 
| neuer read what 706 faith in his 21, Chapter and 23. 

verſe, where he teſtifieth , that One dieth in bis full 
ſtrength, bis breaſts being fullof milke, and his bones being 
moijtened with marrow? Reade and conſider, and be not 
incredulous, but belecuing, 

Now hauing prouedthetruth ofthis point,towir,that | 
the life of man is very fraile and vncertaine;; and having | 
anſwered the ObieRions which might be made againſi 
[che ſame : it remaineth nowto make application of that 
; which hath bene delivered Anda threefold vie we may 
{ make of this our frailtic; ro wit, an vſc of Reproofe, an 
'vſe of Inſtruion;, and an vie of Comfort, Anvſc of re. 
proofe. Andit may reprooue divers. Firſt, ſuch as make 
acouenant with death , and put the euill day farre from 
them; which think intheir hearts, thatthougha ſcourge 
; come arid paſſethrough the whole land, yer it ſhall not" 


KEI: come 
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[come neare them, Alas pooreſoule , what priuiledge 
haſtthouto eſcape more then any other? artthou any 
iotethe more ſafe, becauſe of thy ſecuritie? No verily. 
For when thou ſhalt ſay, Peace and {afetie, then ſhalt there 
_ ow thee ſoxaine arftirattion. AS Paul faith, 1, 
Theſl.s, 

Second this may ſerue to reproue ſuch as immo- 
deratly do ſeeke after wealth, being as vnſatiable in ſee. 
king riches, as if they and their children were not mor. 
tall, but immorrall;as if indeed they were to liuc here al. 
wayes, and wereto make prouifjon for an earthly cter. 
nitic. O fooliſh and filthy couctouſneſſe! when wilt | 
thou ſay,It is enough?O vaine man,thou provideſt with | 
thedanger of thy ſoule for many yeares, when it may 
be this nightthy ſoule ſhall be taken fromrthee,andthen 
whoſe ſhall theſe riches be which thou haſt vniuſtly ga- 
thered? 

Thirdly , it may make for the iuſt reproofe of them 
which labour te perſivade others that rhey ſhall liue 
long. Theſeare like vntochem which promiſe others 
libertie, and are themſelues the bondfſlaues of corrup. 
tion, And in this many Phyfitians are tooblame, which | 
wilinakefachlarge promiſes totheir parients,asthough 
it were inthem rorecouer health attheir pleaſure,when 
as inthe meane time the poore patient diethyndertheir 
hands. 

The ſecond vſe is an vſe of Infiruaion : for confide- ! , Ye. 
ring that mans life is thus fraile, therefore hence we 
ſhould learne to be humbled in our ſelues. We muſt 
remember we are bur duſt and aſhes, and therefore we 
muſt not have high conceits of ourſelues:neither muſt 


we affettheroomuch pampering andpranking pot x 
ody. | 
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body, Alas, it maybe thou art feedingnicely/aod curi- 


ouſly ro day; it may bethou art now pranking thy ſclfe 
in pride and in ſtrange attire, or painting thy face with 
leſabel; and beforeto morrow thou maiſt be dead. O 
earth, earth, earth, heare the wordof the Lord; humble 
thy ſelfe before the Lord, in conſideration of thy 
mortaſitie. If thou wiltenot humble thy ſelfe, thou haſt 
iuſt cauſeto feare that the Lord will humble thee, and 
bring theelow. | 
Secondly, the conſideration of our frailtie muſt teach 
vs.not to deferre or put off our repentance : but whileſt 
itiscalledro day, to call ourſelues to a ſecret examina- 
tion of our wayes andcourſes, to humble our ſelues for 
them, torenew our couenants with God of our obe- 
dience, and toturne from the power of Sathan to God. 
Thou thinkeſt thou mayeſt do this ſoone enough when 
thou art .o1d: but how doeft thou know , whether thou | - 
ſhaltliueto be old , orno? Or ſuppoſe thouliue tobe 
old, how doeſt thou know that God will giue thee re- 
pentance at the laſt, when thou haſt hardened thine 
heart againſt him by thy ſins? Therefore, whileſt it is 
called coday, cither now turne or neuer,cither now re- 
pentor periſh. Either ſceke the Lord in time whileſt he 
may be found, or elſe neuer ſeeke him, 

Thirdly, the conſideration of our frailtie muſt teach | 
vs,firſt roſecke Godskingdome and righteouſneſſe,and 
co lay yp foronr [clues a good foundation againſt the 
timetocome, Ve muſtlabourto berichin faith, that 
when death comes vpon vs, we may not {lauiſhly feare 
ic, but rather chearefully embrace it as a moſt welcome 


_ |meffenger. It is lamentableto ſee what paines menrake 


| co goto hell, how they labour for the obtaining of their | 
— luſts 
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lufts and vnſatiable deſires, and in the mcanetimere- 
maine alrogether voide of care howthey might ar- 
rainc heaven. O awake , awake, remember our abode 
here, itis but for aſhort time;but thar eftate which is to 
come, whether it be for happineſle or woe,it is eternall, 
and without end. Therefore ſtrive and take paines to 
enter in at the ſtraite gate, Ve finde by experience, 
things of value inthe world,to wit, riches and honours, 
and Figh laces, they are nor attained without great 
meanes aſe ; and (hall wethinkethatſauing grace,and 
Gods kingdome will be obtained withoue ftri- 
4 uing? Letno man or woman deceiuethemfelues: forif 
| the righteous which labour hard in the vſe ofmeanes, 
asin hearing, in reading, meditating , inthe vie ofthe 
Sacrament, in conference , in keeping faith and a good 
conſcience, in prayer , and ſuch like : if ſuch, Iſay, ſhall 
* | ſcarcely be ſaued, notwithſtanding all their care and 
 ftriuing; then what ſhall become of ſuch that firiuenor 
-| atall;or ifthey.do ſtriue,itis very coldly and negligent. | 
1y? Surely ſuch, vnlefſe they mend their pace, they can 
\neuer reach their ijournies end , which ts the glorious 
kingdome of heauem They will be found liketraucllers 
| dead in the way beforethey halfe reach home. T 

The third and laſt vſc is for comfort and confſola-| 3.Yſe, | 
tion. For conſidering chat mans life is bur fraile; there- 
fore firſt it may be acomfort toſuch as endure exile, or 
baniſhment,or impriſonment, or hard vſage , or poner- 
tie, ot ficknefle, orthe like, they mayremember, thar 
their afflictions herecannot be long, becauſe their liues 
are but ſhort, Peace ſhall come , andlthey ſhallreſt intheir 
beds Efay 57.2.and Bleſſed arethey which die in the Lord, 
yea ſaith the Spirit they reſt from their labours Rev.14-13. 
| C Second- 
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Secondly , the: conſideration of ſhortneſle of life, 
may be matcer of conſolation and comfort vnto ſuch |} 
as belecuc; for now their ſaluation is nearer then when | 
they. began to belceue. VWhar knoweſt thou , bur that 
there is buta ep betweene thee and heauen? Thou arr 
here this yeare, thou maieſt he in heauen before the 
next.z thou art here this moneth , thou maiſt be with 
Chriſt before the next. Yea thou art here today, thcu 
maieſ be in blifſe before to morrow. O-thriſe happie 
eſtate! How would men admire the happineſſe of ſuch | 
a begger as were in poſſibility euery houre to be aduan- 
ced to a kingdome ? And how much more admirable is 
the eſtate of cuery true Chriſtian, who ſtands in con- 
tinuall poſſibilitieto be aduanced toſuch an eſtate , as 
neither eye bath (cent, nor eare bath heard, neither can it 
ſufficiently enter into the heart of man to conceine? 1.Cor. 
2-9. | 
Thirdly , the conſideration of our ſhortneſſe of life 

maycomfort all ſuch faithful! Chriſtians as do defire 

to be freed from finne. Though Sathan andthe world, 

andtheir owncorruptions, do diſquiet them for a time, 

yet they ſhall not aliyaics difquiet them, Death will 
come and that quickly , and then thou ſhalt finne no 

more, neither ſhalt thou be tempted to ſinne any more, 
butthou ſhalt be like vatoanelet Angell, yea like vn- 

to Jeſus Chriſt.in peric& holineſle and righteouſneſle. 

Which eſtate Gods children more affe& then they af- 


| place, That affliftions ſanitified are an eſperiall meanes to 


fke&the veric happineſſeor ieyes of -heauen. And thus 
much for the firſt doctrine, | 
eMonetbs of vanitie: Henceobſerue we in the next 


bring 4 241. 0r woman toa-cleare ſight of the vanitie of 


earthly 
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earthly things, 1b being greatly affiifted, and hauing 
bis affliction ſanified: vnto him , was enabled our of. 
the botrome of his afflition to ſee tharhis moneths 
were but vanitie, and the like may be ſaid of Dania, 
who being fſickeand weake, obtained withall an holy 
contempt euen of his very kingdome, and was content 
that Sa/omor ſhould be crowned King euen in his life 
time.r. King.1.33. The like we reade of Barzillaz in 2. 
Sam.19.33-34. who when Dauid offered him great ho. 
nour and preferment in his: Court, he confidering with 
| himſelfe that he was now grownevery old, refuſed the 
kingsoffer, And thus many Chriſtians which in time 
of health did too much affe& riches and honours, and 
| fneneile in apparell, afterwards in time of ficknefle 
come to ſee the vanitie ofall theſe. Tothis purpoſe S4- 
lomon ſoveaketh well in Eccleſ.12.4.that in old age,which 
15a laboriousaffliQion of it ſelfe,zbe dawghters of ſinging 
ſoall be abaſed: as implying , that thoughin health and 
youth , men or women ſtand too much affeQionate(d 
to the vanitie of earthly delights, yet in affliction and 
old agethey ſhall attainerhe fight ofthe vanitic oftheſe 
things. Sotbat affiitions are like vnto the clay where. 
with the blind mens eyes were annointedin the Gof- 
pell, and whereby he came to attain his ſighr, which ; 
before he wanted. Yea affiictions are like chryſtall 
ſpectacles , whereby Chriſtians are helped much iathe | 
diſcerning and difcouering of carthly vanity. | 
And there be two reaſfors for the evidencing or | I. eſo. 
clearing ofthetruth ofthis point, towit, That affii/Zioms | 
ſanitified are ſpeciall helpes to bring to ſight the vanity of | 
carthly things. As firſt, becauſe men and women in at- | 
Ai&ions finde by experience the helplcſneſſe ofearthly | 
| C 2 things, . | 
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things, they find thatthey may lie in painc andmiſerie, 
yea thatthey may die, and be turnedto duſt, for any 
thing whichthei richesor honours can helpe them: 
and therefore they may cafily conclude, How vaine, 6 | 
Lord,do Inow finde theſe. things, vpon the whichfor. 
merly ( foole thatl was) I haue fo doted, and fer my 
mind? Behold now I ſce andſay with the Preacher, as1- 
find alſo by euident experience, YVanttie of vanities, va 
wity of vanities, al{ is vanity, Ecclel. 1.2. 

Secondly, in ſanQtified aſlitions men and women 
come to the fight of the excellencie of true ſaving 
grace :now they can value one dramme of faith abouc 
many talents of gold; now they had rather haue.oyle 
in their veſſels, then treaſure in their coffers. Andthe 
more thar-any one is brought to the ſight of the true | 
worth of grace, the more they are brought withall to 
theſight of earthly vanitic. Dol ſeethepriceofheauen? 
Then I fee the baſeneſle of the earth Dol ſethe ex-| - 
cellency ofthe knowledge of Chriſt my Lord > Then | 
by all other things to be droſſe, andcount them to be } 

ung. | | 

Yea but ſome, it may be, will be roo bufic to obiect, 
that affiftions are more like to drive vs from God then 


' [to bring vs vnto him, and that afliions are dead helps 


of themſclues, and cannot profit. . 
Voto whom [ anſwer, thar afflictions ſeparated from 
the working of Gods Spirit arc indeede of no value; 


which is the reaſon that though Turkes and Infidels 
haue afflitions as well as Chriſtians, yet they are no 
whit bettered by their affliions , becauſe indecdtheir | ' 
afligions are not ſanRified vnto them. And the like 
we may bebold to fay of the written word of God.For 


the 
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the word it ſelfe ſeparated from the Spirit cannot worke. 
So that we purnat this vertue of bringing to the ſighe 
| of carthly vanirie, in the very afflitions themſelues, no 
more then we aſcribe the recouery of the blind mans 
ſight vntothe clay wherewith his eyes were annointed. 
But this we affirme , that afflitions ſanRified , thar is; | 
afflitions ioyned with the worke of Gods Spirit, are 
excellent meanesto bring tothe ſight ofcarthly vanitie, 
Yea had it not bene for afflitions ſanQified, there be | 
many now in heauen which hadneuer come there. And 
had irnot bene for afflitions, there be many prodigals 
inthe world, which had not knowne asthey do knoyy ) 
what had belonged to the turning from the power of | 
Satan to God, And therefore as I defire thatthere may | 
nottoo much beaſcribedtoaffliftions : ſo I wouldfore. 
warne mento take heede how they make too ſlight ac- 
count of them , confidertng'to what excellent purpoſes | 
God hath ſanQifiedand appointedthem; and confide. 
ring withall the confeſſions of many ſound and experi. 
enced Chriſtians , winch do ingenuovſly acknowledge 
that ſuch and ſuch afflitions were eſpeciall meanes to 
briagthem to God, | | 

But may not affli&tons lawfully bedefired and pray- 
ed for, conſilering that they may be meanes, ifthey be 
ſan&ified, of much good vnto vs ? 

To this I anſwer,chat as we are not tocondition with 
Godthat he would never touch vs with any afflitions, 
bur we muſt referre our ſelues vnto his will ; ſoweare | 
not to haſten afflitions vpon our ſelues: and the rather | 
| becauſe we know not what ability we haue to beare af. 
fiitions, or whar grace we ſhall havero make the right 


. | vſeofthem,, Ve may indeed pray that iſ afflittons be 
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vpon vsthey may be ſanQified vnto vs,and it is an holy 
and neceſſarie prayer : but to pray that God would: 
ſcourge vs,itis a preſumpruousrequeſt, and doth ſauour 
coo much .of auerweening our owne {trength, Andif 
any for their preſumpruous practiſe ſhall alleadge the 
example of David in Pſalmes.1. thathe prayed, nor to 
be corrected in Gods wrath, whereby he ſeemeth to be 
content that God ſhould ſcourge him, fo that itwere 
not in his furie: to thisI anſwer , thatſ{uch knownor of 
what ſpirit they are whichthus reaſon. For artthou able 
to make as good vſe of afflictions as David was ?I trow 
not. Secondly, Dania dothnot abſolutely pray for af- 
fligions,butraking itas granted,that God would affli& 
bim ,he prayerh that.God would not afflihim in his 
wrath andfury. Therefore we conclude, that though 
| much good be wrovght by affli&ions , yetthat aſfli&i. 


{ ons atenot to beprayedfor, orto be haſtened, 


Buttocometothe vic and application of this point: 
Is itſo that afflifions ſanttified are an eſpecial meanes to 
bring vs to. the (ight of the vanities of earthly things ? 
Then this ſhouldreach vs inthe firſt place, rotake no- 
tice of,andto admire the excellent power of God, who 
is able our of darkneſſero bring light. For what ismore 
ynlikely , in the indgement of fleſh and bloud, to do 
good, then afflitions are? For by reaſon, whena man 
is ſicke, he is more fittoſce the excellency of health then 
the vanity of it, and when heis poore, ro ſee the happi- 
neſle of riches, then toſeetheir impotency. Andthere- 
fore great and admirable is the worke of our good God 
in all things, and particularly in the ſanCification of af- 
fliions. Ve may iuftly fay with the Apoſtle, Rom.xr. 
[33-0 the depth of the riches both of the wiſedome_» and 


know. | 
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knowled ze of God : how wnſearchable are bis indgements, 


and his wayes paſt finding out ! 
Secondly, this conſideration of the vſcfulneſle of af. 
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flictions muſt be an eſpeciall meanes to perſwade vs to 
patience vnder the croffe , andto a willing ſubmitting 
of our {clues vnder the mighty hand'of God. He is a 


wiſe and prudent Phyſitian , he knoweth indeed what 
Phyſicke is beſt for ys. We haue a great God todeale 
with when we are vnder afflitions, andif we ſubmir | 
vnto him, he will raiſe vs vp. Butif we walke ſtubburgly | 
againſt him, he will walke hubburnly againſt vs, Gods | 
wrath is like tothe thunder and _— which com. 
monly hurt not ſoft and yeelding bodies , becauſethey 
do not reſiſt , but they exerciſe their force vpon ſour | 
oakes and iron locks and barres , &c. So God deales 
gently wich ſuch as ſubmitthemſclues, butif any reſiſt, 
| he. will ſurely cruſh them and make them tame. They 
| ſhall be ſure to gaine nothing by obſtinacie againſt | 
| God, but increaſeoftheir miſeries, Yea God will walke 

obſtinarly againſt his very ele ifthey reſiſt his procce- 
dings , as we ſee inthe example of /on4: how did God 
perſecute 7925 with winde and tempeſts, yea how did 
hetoſſe him into the ſeas,and plunged him inrothe hel] 
of the whales belly, and ncuer left him vacill he had 
brought him to ſubmirto go to Nineue? And therefore 
make a vertue of neceſſitie, that whiehthou muſt ſuffer 
of neceffirie, ſuffer it with patience and willing!y.It may 


be the Lord aimeth atgreater good towards thee in 
thine afflition then thou art aware of. And therefore 


asthou: art content to receiue many a bitter potion at 


che hand of a Phyſitian in hope of health, ſo be content 


os drinke of the cup which God had tempered, in Ray | 
] that- 
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that it ſhall worke for thy good, 
In the third place we muſt duly examine our ſtlues 
ifatany time we haue bene afflicd,; whether our af- 
flitions have wrought thus with vs or no: viz. whether 
they have brought vs rotheſight ofthe vanity ofcarth- 
ly things. Ifthey haue, we may be perſwaded that they 
are ſanQtified vnto vs: and we hauegreat cauſe to be 
thankfullto God. 
But if we have befic ſcourged, and yer are neuerthe 
better, we haue iuſtcauſeto be humbled , and to feare 
thar our afflitions were neuer ſanctified vnto vs, The 
Lord bath ſmitten vs,but we hane net grieecd,he bath con- 
ſumed vr.,but we haue refuſed to receine carreitiongwe have 
made tur faces barder thew therocke , we haue refuſed to 
retaurne : as the Lord complaineth againſt the diſobe- 
dientlewes, lere. 5.3. Andthus mnch for the ſecond 
'DoRrine ; to wit, 7 bat «fflictions ſantiificd , are ſpecial 
_ to bring vs tothe ſight of the vanities of earthly 
things. 
Patnefol nights : Or as it is inthe original], nights of 
labour, Whence obſerue we, That it may befall the 
deare_s children of God,, tobe wiſted with painefull and 
tedious viſtations, They way be ficke and gricuoully: 
pained, andthat not for a night, or for a day, but for 
nights, thatis., for many nights together. The truthof 
this we ſee, firſt herc in 706: Nights of labour, or paine- 
fullnights haue bene appoinced ynto me: for thus he: 
complaineth. 
And that Gods children may be viſited with grie- 
uous-paine, and with laborious fickneſfle , it is further 
manifeſt by examples; asfirſt by the exampleof David, 


[a man after Gods owac heart. For , how doth hecom- 


plaine! 
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plaine inthe ſixt Pſalme?- That his bones were vexed, |: 
that he was weary of his groning, thathis eye was con= 
ſumed with griefe': and- in Pſalme 39.10. That he was 
conſumed by the blow of Gods hand; but eſpecially in 
Palme 38. Where he ſaith, That the arrowes of God 
did fticke faſt in him, and his hand prefſed him ſore. 
| That there was no ſoundneſle in his fleſh, becauſe of 
Gods anger : and thatthere was no reſt in hisbones, be- 
cauſe of hisfinne. That his wounds did (tinke, and were 
corrupt;that he was troubled and bowed downe great- 
ly. That he went mourning all the day. That his loynes 
were filled with a lothſome diſeaſe. That he wasfeeble 
and ſore broken: that he roared for the verie diſquiet- 
neſſe of his heart, &c. Andthe like we fee inthe Church, 
Lamen.z.11.12.where ſheſaith, Bebo/d axd ſeesf there be 
any ſorrow like into my ſorrow, which # done unto me_, 
wherwith the Lord hath afflifted me in the day of bis fierce 
anger: from aboue hath he ſent fire into my boyes, and it 
prenaileth againſt them, Yea , what paines did Chriſt 
himſelfe indure in the Garden , when he fiveat water 
and bloud? and whattorment vpon the Crofle, when he 
cried, Jy God,my God, why haft thou forſaken me ? I ſup. 
poſe, that at that time the paines of hell came abour 
him,as ir is faid in Pſal.18. 5. I ſuppoſe thatther. Chriſt 
deſcended into hell , when he feltthe verie fire of Gods 
wrath in his ſoule for our finnes, when the Lord with- 
drew the light of his countenance, and leſt him tothe 
intollerable ſenſe and feeling of his indignation. Now 
if David, a man ſodeare to God:if the Church, bought 
with ſo dearea price: yea, if Chriſt Ieſusthe Sonne of 
God, were left to this extremitie of paines: then itfol- 
loweth vndeniably , chat Gods owne deare Saints and | 
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THE MONYV MENT, 
children may be viſited with very gricuous paine and: 
fickneſſe, with painfull nights,yea with nights of paine. 

And forthe proofe of the ſecondclaufe of the Do: 
Arine, to wit, that Gods children may be viſited with 
long andtedious fickneſſes,as wellas with extremitie of 
paine:confſider we firſtthe example of Anear, who kept 
his bed;and was ſicke of the palſey forthe ſpace of eight | 
yeares, As 9.33. Secondly,the example of the poore 
man,lohn 5.5. who hadan infirmitie- for the ſpace of 
eight and thirtie yeares, lying at the pooleof Betheſda. 
Thirdly , the example of the faithfull woman, Luke 8. 
43- who hadan infemity twelue yeares together, and 
had ſpent all her ſubſtance vpon Phyfitians, andcould 
not be hcaledof any. Yea, as Saint Marke is bold to 
fay,She wasneuer the betcerfor hertamperingſomuch 
with phyficke, but rather much the worſe, Marke 5, 26. 
I might be large inthe proofe of this point, but T will 
abſtaine. Come we to thereaſons. 

Andrthere be many cauſes wherefore God doth thus 
heauily andtediouſly aftlithisferuants, 

Firſt, thathereby he might correQſome remainder 
ofdangerouscorruprion lurking in them; according to 
that in Eſay 27.9.2 this ſhall the iniquitie of Tacob be pur- 
ged.and this is all the fruiteto take away bis ſinne. Some 
of Gods childrenare ſubicC to ſpirituall pride, ſome to 
raſh anger, ſome to worldly-mindednefſe, ſome to infi- 
delitic , ſome tonegleAofthe beſi things, ſome to dil- 
contentednefſſe with their-eftate. And the Lord he lay- 
eth an heavie chainevpontheir loynes, to corre and 
mortifie their corruptions in:them. And herein God 
dealcth like a skilful] Goldſmith; he cafteth his children 


| intofierie afflitionsz not becauſche meanes vtter]y to 


caſt 
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caſt them away , but becauſe he meanerh rotake rhem 
out more pure, and purged from their drofle of finne: 
yea he fineth them ſeuentold,that yer they may be more 
ure, .. 
p Secondly , God doth heauily affflithis people, of 
purpoſe to weane them from the vaine delights and 
pleaſures ofthe world. And in this the-Lord deales like 
a nurſe, he annointeth theteates of the worid with bit. 
terncſſe, to the end that his children ſucking them 


might defirethem no more, How came Jacob to diſtaſte 
andtoforlake Labars family,but by the afflition which 


|] he found by the change of Lasbers countenance? Gen, 
| 31. How came the Prodigall ſonne to be weaned from 
{ the citizens ſeruice, Luke 15. but by the affliion of 


hunger and wart which he found in it? Andlaſtly,how 
come many of the deare children of Godto beſo farre 
mortified to the world,asthae they deſire to be di{/olued, 
and ro be with Chriſt, but by thebitcerneſle of affli. 
ions ? . 7: 56681 

Thirdly,God doth thus ſcourge his Church, and af- 
fli his children, for thetriall of his graces in them; ac- 
cording tothar in 1.,Pet.4. 12. Brethren, ihinke it not 
for ange concerning the fierierriall , which is come 2/pon you 
#0 trite you,COfre | 


patience,to ſee whether they will ſubmittherielues vi1- 


ſenſe andfeeling , and whether chey will ſay with 796, 
Thoazh the Lord kill me, yet will 1 trait in vim, Job 13.15. 
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Godafflits bis Church, part! y for the triall oftheir | 
tohim., as well in ſuffering as in domg his will : partly | 
| forthe triall of faith, ro ſee if they will deleeuc againſt | 


Yea,the Lord aftiiats for the tria!l ot: wifedomse, t0'ſce}| 
{if his children will endeuour co make gaod vic of their | 
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afflidtions and of their croſſes. Thus God Liay afflids 
for criall. 


In the fourth and laſt place, God ſorely afflieth his 
Church inthis world , that he might the highlier ad- 
uance itingloric inthe world tocome, For howſocuer 
The afflitiows of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared to the glorie that ſhall berenealed, (as the A- 
poſtle ſpeakes, Rom. 8.18, ) yet owr 1ight affiiftion which 
i but for a moment, worketh for vs a farre more excellent 
and eternall rac af of glorie. 2.Cor.4.17. 

Thus the holy Martyrs, as they ſuffered moſt, ſo no 
doubt they arc glorified moſt. And thus many deare 
Saints of God , which haue endured a very hell of tor- 
ment here, nodoubtburt theyreceiue a morcexcellent 
heaucnofcomforrt hercafter: as they haue beneparta- 
kers ofthe ſuffering, ſo are they of theconſolation. 

Bur tocome tothe vſe and application : Is it ſo, that 
God doth ſorely affli& his deare children > Then this 
ſhould reach vs inthe firſt place,not to iudge or cenſure 
thoſe which ſuffer, as though they were greater ſinners 
then others, You know what Chriſt himſelfe faith in 
Luke 13.2. Suppoſe ye, that thoſe Galileans were greater 
fonners then all other Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
things ? 1t«l{you nay, cc, And it wasthefſinne of Jobs 
friendsto iudge /ob an hypocrite , or anotorious offen- 
der, becauſe the hand of God was ſo heauie vpon him. 
Let vs therefore learne on the contrarie with. Gods 
Church, lam.5.11. To efftecme them bappie which ſuffer. 
Let vs hope,that afflitions layed vpon our brethren or 
ſiſters,are fignes of Gods loue towards them,and not of 
his hatred. For whomſocuer the Lord loxes, he chafteneth, 
and ſcour geth exery ſonne whom he receiueth: as we reade 
| He- 
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Hebrews 12.6.7. And therefore leud and vncharitable 
is the praiſe of allſuch which take vponthemto iudge 
and to cenſure many a found Chriſtian, by their very af. 
flitions,to be hypocrites, ro be diſſemblers, to be ſome 
way notoriouſly wicked : For elſe, ſay they, God would 
neuer thus haue puniſhedthem.O moſt vniuft andraſh 
cenſure ! Doth not Godſcourge every ſonne whom he 
receiueth? and ſhall we not through many tribulations 
enter intothe kingdome of God ? Therefore let God 
berrue, andeueryraſhiudger ſhall be prouedalyer. 

Secondly , are Gods ownedeare children ſubie&t to 
gricuous and tedious affliions?Thereforethis may be 
iuſt matter of terror tothe wicked and vngodly, For if 
indgement begin at the houſeof God, what ſhall bethe end 
of ſuch as obey not the Goſpeliof God ?asthe Apoſtle ſpea- 
keth, 1.Pet,4.17. If GodcorreR his owne with ſtrokes, 
ſurely he will puniſh the wicked with ſcorpions. If he 
affli& Lazerm herewith pouertic and fickneſle , ſurely 
he willpuniſh Dzues hercafter with hel] fire, 


Yea, if Godſparednot his Angels which ſinned, but | 


caſt them downe into hell, & delivered them into dark. 
neſſe, to be reſerned to indgement , then how ſhall the 
wicked thinke thatthe Lord will ſpare them, going on 
intheir ſinfull courſes > Oh therefore let all the ſharpe 
correQions layed vpon Gods children inthis life, beſo 
many warning peales tothe vngodly ſpeedily torepent, 
andtoturneto God intime, leaſt worſe puniſhments 
ſciſe vponthemthen euerſeiſed vpon the ele. 

* Thirdly, the conſideration of this truth , to wit, that 
Gods children are ſubicro ſo great aſflitions; ir muſt 
reach euery one of ys, to be prepared to enduregrear 
trials, VVe muſt be prepared ro endure loſſe of our dea. 
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| inthe body, and tharfor a longtimetogether : yeawe 


| owne figtree, and be thankful], 
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reſtfriends, loſſe of good-name, lofle of our wholee-, 
ſtare loſſe of libertie,loſſe of health,extremity of paines 


muſt be prepared for the fierie triall, forwhat do we 
know, what God hathin-ftorefor vs? Laſtly, wemuſt 
be prepared to endnre troubles of-mind and vexations 
of conſtience , we muſt be-content to be brought to 
heauen by hell gates. Brethren, we-muſt notthinke it 
ſtrange if theſethings befall vmto vs: thelike haue be. 
{allen vnto Gods owne ſonnes and daughters, that are 
in the world,orhauebene.Let vslearneto ger ſirength 
now inthe time of ourpeace; we may hane more vic of 
it hereafterthen it may be we are aware of. : 
| Fourthly, conſidering thatGodseleR are ſubieQ to 
ſogreataffiitions , let vs which enioy freedome from 
cheſe tormenting miſcries, be the more thankfull to 
God for our freedome. Ve might liuc infickneſſe, in 
| paine, in pouertie, in perſecution,indiſtreſſeof minde, 
and yet remaine the true children of God. Therefore 
what cauſe of thankfulneſſe haue we, with whom the 
Lord deales more mildly , and yet giues vsthe ſame 
hope of glorie,which-he hath giuen vnto others which 
ſuffer great trials? Goddeales with vs as he dealt with 
Henoch , hetakes vs away , and we hardly ſee or feele 
death : whereas many others are carricd as it were in a 
fierie charivr tothe kingdome of heauen. Confiderthis 
allye which ſitvnder your-owne vine and-ynder your 


Fiftly,confidering that Gods children areſubic& to 
ſo great aftii&tions; therefore this muſiteach vs ro haue 
afcllowſeeling of the miſcrics of others. Ve muſtnot 
make ſmall reckning of their paines, as though they 
ailed 
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ailed-northing ; but we muſt compaſſionate them , and 
vſeall meanes we can tocomfort them, and ro ſupport 
them, as we onr ſelues defireto be comforted and ſup. 
ported if we were in theireſtare. Be it therefore farre 
from vs to adde afflitionto afflicion,. or to increaſe 
the ſorrowes of ſuch whom God hath wounded: Bur | -- 
let vsratherthinke with /06,that he which isin affliction 
ought- to be comforted of his friends. It is a cruell pra- 
Qiſc tolay'on more weight vpen a poore beaſt , when 
heis readietofinke vnder that burthen which is vpon 
him alrcady. So , much more is it a tyrannous fact ro 
adde to the ſorrowes of them which are already heauic 
ladert. 'F 
Andthus much may ſuffice to haue ſpoken toncers- 
[ning the third doQtrine , to wit, that Gods deare chil- 
dren are ſubie& to paintull and tedious ſickneſles, 
Many peinfull nights buue bene appointed wntome_. 
Where obſerae, that 7b dothnotſay , It was my hard 
fortunetofee much miſerie, or by cuilllucke and hard 
chance came tothis afflition;but many painfull nights | 
haut bene appointed vntome : wherein 1s intimated vnto | 
vs this truth, namely, that There is no affliition befalleth | 4.Dor. 
the children of God, be it nener ſoſbarpe or tedious , but it | 
befallth by the determinate counſell and purpoſe of God. 
This.is manife{$ out of diucrſe texts of holy Scripture,. 
as out of Eſay 45.7. 1 forme the light and create darke- 
neſſe: I make peace, and create euill:. Tthe Lord do all theſe | 
tbines, Andout of Amos 3. 6. Sha//atrampet be blowne 
ina citic, andthe people rot be afraid? ſhall there be euill iy 
4 citie,avd the Lord bath not done is? Bur yet this-point 
is more eſpecially proued by that in Ads 4.37. where 
G is ſaid, Herod, and Pontias Pilate, andthe Gentiles, and 


the 


_— 


I! LOGbred, 


Anſw. 


ea ed 


THE\'MONF MENT, | 


* | haire whichfalleth from our head, without our Father; 


| Yea butthis might ſeeme to be an hard ſaying , that 


|ſeemeto make God the author of finne. 


* [the aQion, yet he is not the Authorof the euill of the 


the people of Iſrael, were gathered together $0 do unto Chriſt 
that which Gods hand ani counſel] had determined before 
zo be done. ea indeed, all things both great and ſmall are 
gouerned and guided by the prouidence of God: there 
isnot a ſparrow which falleth vnto the ground, noran 


as Chriſt himſelfeſaith in Matth, 10.29. And this truth 
the Saints haue acknowledged, from timeto time. If 
Shemeicurſe Danid andraile vpon him, David will ac. 
knowledge,thatthe Lord bids himcurle,a.Sam-16.17. 
Ifthe Sabeans take away obs oxenor his afſes, and the 
Chaldeansdepriuc him of his camels; if afire from hea- 
uen take away his ſheepe, andthe winds ſtirred vp by 
Satan deſtroy his children, yethe will acknowledge, 
thatehe Lord hath ginen , and the Lord bath taken away, 
Iob1.,21. 


God ſhould bethe author of all afli&ions. For ſuppoſe 
chat aman be robbed of all that he hath, is God the 
cauſeof the robbery?or ſuppoſe a man be wrongfully 
{landered, is God the cauſe of the ſlander? This might 


Nothing leſſe, For howſocuer God is the author of 


aQion : he tempteth no mantoſteale, he infuſeth ma- 
lice into no mans heart,to moue him to curſe or {lander. 
But the euill of the ation is partly of the diue}l, and 
partly of man himſelfe, Therefore let wo wax when be is 
tempted, ſay, that he is tempted of God, for God cannot be 
rempted with euill, neither tempteth he any man:bat eneric 
man is tempted, when he is drawne away by his owne luſt, 


A. 


and is enticed, lam. 1.13.14. 
"Bur 


A 


——— — as 
ts ” 


> emma 


| OR-TOMBESTONE . | 37 
| - Butit may be obie&edfurther , Donor many crofſes | 2.06;e2, | 
mbymnatiiadrBebomwocmumentmtains | 
tellhim of many ili chances which haue befallen him? 
| Doth not a manſometimes breake his necke, falling 
 :| from his horſe? Doth not achild vpon a ſudden fall into 
apit, and is drowned? Dothnot an axe head flie from 
the helue, when no ſuch thing was intended, and {layes 
a man? And whar isthis butbard lucke or bad fortune? 
Theſe indeed may ſeeme to be meere caſualties vn- | 4»/5p, 
to vs, inreſpeR of the ſuddenneſſe of them , and be- 
| cauſe we (ce not alwayes the cauſes of them, But with 
God theſethings are certaine, and proceed from his 
decree : according to that in Prou.16 35. The lot # caſt 
into the lap, but the diſpoſing thereof is from the Lord. 
Therefore we muſt not be like the very heathen, al. 
cribing that vatochance or fortune , which we ſhould 
by right aſcribeto the prouidence of God, : 
But to come to the vſe andapplication. Is it ſo, that ſe. 
all afflitions come by the prouidence of God? Then | 
this muſtteach vs inthe firſt place, not tomurmure, but 
ler vs fay with Dauid,in Pſal.39.9. 1 was dumbe,and ope- 
ned not my mouth, becauſe thow diddeſt it. If we conſider, 
we haue no cauſe indeed to murmure againſt God. For 
firſt, he laycth nor vpon any of vs the chouſandth part 
ofthat which we do deſerue. Andfecondly, he cauſeth =Y 
thoſe afflitions which he doth lay vpon vs, to worke | 
for our good : ſo that we haue more cauſe to giue him 
thankes, then in any fort to murmure againſt him 
Secondly, conſidering that all our afflicions- are | 
from God , therefore it muſt ceach vsto fearc God a- 
boue all. Ler vs not feare the diueB;norryrants, nor our 


{5 profeſſcd enemies. For none of theſe can hurt vs with- 
E out | 
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our God: Bur let vs feare that great God, who when he 
hathafflited vs here, isable rocaſt both foule and bo- 
| dicinto hell fire, Luke 12.5. Ir is a miſcrablething, that 
\ | we can feare a great man becauſe he is able ro hurt vs, 
' and that we cannot much more feare God which is a- 
| bletodamne vs. This bewrayes a greatdeale of infide- 
| litie in vs : this ſhewes that we do not beleene the cer- 
| taintie of Gods tbreatnings. We conſider God onely 
according to his mercy , and fo make anidol] of him: 
but we feare him nor for his iuftice. Ve pretend that 
weloue God; but where isthis awfull reſpe which we 
owe vnto him? 
| Wee | Fhirdly , is it fo, that all afflictions are from God? 
13 Therfore this muſtreach vs, that whenſoeuer God doth 
afflit vs in any kinde wharſocuer, either in our good 
1 naines, or inour goods , or in out friends; by taking 
| them away, or in our bodies, or ſuch like: itmuſt reach 
vs[ ſay, tottie our ſelues and rofanne our ſelues , what: 
the Lord bath againſt vs; orfor whatcauſe he doth af. 
| fli& vs. Thus did Moſes, Pfal.90.3.8 .We are conſumed by 
| thin: anger and by thy wrath are we troubled: thou haſt ſet 
| | our iniquities before thee, and our ſecret ſinnes in the light 
of thycoumtenance. And itis ableſſedvſe of afflitions, 
to makethem as our looking glafſſe, wherin we diſcerne 
_ diſcover: fome things amiffe in our ſclues, Eet vs: 
, 'therefore which taſte affliFions, fide out our fecrer 
or open fianes, and*then let vs acknowledge them to 
Gad, 3nd humble our ſoules forehem, let vsrenew our 
| couenants with new obedience, Yer letys iuſtifie God 
tn all his proceedings againſt vs ; and letvs ſay, Lord, it 
is ehy great mercie that thowlayeſt no greater puniſh. 
ment vpon me, yea it isthy mercy that Iam nor con-|: 
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ſumed and brought tonothing, Let vs ſay with Darrel 
To vs belongeth. nothing but ſhame and confaſſion ; yer let 
vs ſay as thetruth is, thathellfire andthe ſecond death 
is due vnto vs, By this humiliation ioyned withreſolu. 
tion of newnelſle of life for timeto.come , we ſhall ob. 
taine metcie and forgiuenefle of finnes paſt, Prov. 28. 
13. Secondly , we ſhall turne away Gods wrath and 
iudgements from vs for time to come , as Nincue did: 
and without this repentance, there is no poſſible eſcape 
from Gods vengeance, but his hand will be ſtretched 
out againſt vs: he will breake vs with one breaking after 
another , vntill we be content to breake off our ſinnes, 
Ifwe will makeno end of finning , letvsncuer thinke 
tharGod will make an end of puniſhing, 

Fourthly,is it ſo,that God is theauthor of all afflii- 
ons ? Therefore this muſt reach vs roflievnto God for 
helpe intime of diſtreſſe. We muſtſay with rhe Church 


witches or wizzards for helpe , neither muſt we truſt in 
our Phyſitians, as 4/adid , in 2.Chron,16. 12, but we 


| muſt ſecketo the liuing God. I ſpeake not this, tothe 


end we ſhouldnegle& the meanes , butthat we ſhould 
nottoo much dote vpon the meanes,as it is theſinne of 
roo many, AndI ſpeake it furthermore to this end and 
purpoſe, that we might beſtirred vp the more feruently 
to.ſeeke to God by prayer and humiliation in the time 


inſeeking aftercthe-meanes,while in the meanetime we 
negle& to ſeeke vnto God by prayer for his helpe, We 
atelike vtto.Rechet which crieth (though otherwiſe a 
good woman.) and faith vnto cob, Gine we children or 
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in Hoſ:6.1,7he Lord hath torne, and he will heale;he hath| 
ſmitten , aud he will bind v5 vp. We muſt not ſeckero 


ofourtrouble.For it isroo manifeſt how earneſt we are 
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el{c 1 die : not remembring that it was in God onely to 


this helpe or elſe Tdie,whereas itis the Lord only which 
isableto giue helpe. 
Fiftly andlaſtly, Do all afflitions come by the pro. 
uidence of God? Then this may be matter of comfort 
andconſ>o{ation vnto all Gods aftiiQed people : for cer- 
tainly Godwill lay no other afflition vpon his Saints, 
burthar which is fortheir good.” God is our tender Fa- 
ther, and canwethinke that a tender father will give a. 
ny thing to his beloued child , but that which is good 
and wholſome ? God is our faithſull Phyſitian and ſhall 
wethinke that a faithfull Phyſitian will wittingly giue 
any thing to kis patient, which may do harme ak, not 
good?God is our chiefe friend, andfhall wethinke that 
our chicfe friend will ſecke our bane? Be it farre fromvs 
ſo to imagine. Yea be aſſured of this, thou affliged in 
Sion , and toſſed with-tempeſts ; if God didnot know 
and ſe to dothee good by aſfli&ions; -I dare be 
boldto ſay, he would neuer aftii& thee. And therefore 
ſay with Chriſt, and that with comfort and willing ſub. 
ieion., The cup which my. Father bath ginen me, ſhall I 
not drinke #r7loh.18. 11;Yeacountit for matter of great 
ioy, that the Lord doth vouchſafe to corre& you for 
your good: for whey ye are iudged,ye are chaſtened of the 
Lord, that ye might wot be condemmed with the world, as 
the Apoſile ſp Lakin 1.Cor: 11.33, And thus much 
forthe fourth doctrine, to wit, that all afligions come 
by the prouidence of God, and by his decree and deter- 
minate purpoſe. | 

when 1lie downe.,1 ſay, whenfball l ariſe, and the night 


| be gone? and I am fullof toffings to and fro,che. 


Whence] 


giuechildren. And ſowecrie with feruency., Giue me |. 
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Whence obſerue , That affiritiows may be irkeſome 
and troubleſome to the very chilayen of God: This ismani- 
feſtby this example of 7ob. For it appeared both by his 
words and by his geſture, how irkſome his ſickneſſe was 
vnto him. The like we reade of D auid. For how was he 


perplexed for the lofſe of his ſonne4b/olon: crying our 
ina moſtlamentable manner, O'my ſowne Abſolon 5 my 
ſonne ny ſoune Abſolon : would to God 1 had died for thee, 
0A bſolowmy ſoune, my ſoune.The like we reade of teye. 
miah in his fourthchaprer-; 19. verſe; crying out, 4 


maiketh a noiſe in me. The like we ſee in Rechel,Matth. a. 
18.For, 1» Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation and 
weeping , and great mourning : Rachel weeping for her 
children, and wonld not be comforted , becauſe they were 
xot.The like we ſce in Hezekiah , Eſay 38.14. for in his 
ſickneſſe he chatrered like a crane or aſwallow; yea he 
mournedlike adoue. The like we reade of the Church 


in afflition,Efay 59.11.faying,YFe roare like Beares,and 
mourne_ like doves. ca whatſhall we ſpeake of Elias, 


trie andperſecution in the dayes of 1eſabel? 1.King.19. 
4. What ſhall we ſpeake of pore, who named her 
ſelfe Mara or bitter , in reſpe& of her bitter affliions? 
Ruth. 1.21. What ſhould we mention /o#as , who was 
exceedingly vexed andtroubled , when he had no iuſt 


to Chriſt himſelfe to be troubled , and to be ſenſible of 


his ſmart. For elſe why doth he pray againe and againe, 
him?Or, why doth:he 


In 
— 


belle, my belke , I am pained at the very heart, 'my heart | 


| 


cauſe ſoto be? Jonas 4.9. Yea my beloued, it befell cuen | 


that the bitter cap might paſſe from 
- God,my of ablet thou forſaken me ? andthe 
1 Gs Maio) 337i! hf 


who was euen weary of his life, by reaſon of the idola. | 
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| © Yea thechild of God may be ſo ſenſible. of his af- 
'Ai&ion, anthhis croſle.may beſo irklome vnto him: as 
that ie may:fa}l therby inco diuers dangerous tempta-| 
;tLONsS. ' | 


.as we ſee in-the.cxample of Deasid, Plal.77.7.8. il the 


| afflited ofſed with tempeſt, and not comforted ! Yea, they | 
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He may come to thinke that God hathforfaken him, 


Lord caſt aff for ener? will be be fauonrable wo more ? 15 his. 
mercie cleane gone for ener? Doth hu promiſe faile for eucr- 
mere? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath be tn anger 
ſpout vp bus tender mercies? (Fc. | | 

Secondly the child of God in afflitios,may poſſibly 
be very impatient, and may vtter dangerous ſpeeches, 
as weſce in the forenamed example of /onas 1 do well 
| robe engrie,Nea, he may come'tocutſe the day of his 
bicth, with ob and Teremriab, Yeahe may come to hauc 
his words ſwallowed yp that he cannot pray,lob 6.3. . 

Thirdly , che very cle& may polibly be comfortlefle 
intheir aftli&ion,accordingtothat inEſa.54.11.0 thou 


may die. mourning, their gray -haires may go with, 
mourning to the grauc; as /acob'{peakes of himſelfe, 
Gen.q2.38, ; 

.Andthere be greatreaſons why afflitions arethus 
irkſorne toGods children : as firſt, becauſe our nature is 
fraile and weake, our ({rength is net the ſtrength of ſtongs, 
nor ous. fleſh of brafſe : as T0b ſpeaketh, lob 6.13;but we arc 
flehicbodies , and therefore very ſenſible of the Jeaſt 
paines} 1 bes ts | 
| » Secondly , thediuell dotheſpeciallytempt vnto im. 
paticncie.inthertime of our aftlictian ; we. have then of 
all: others $imes the: ſtrongeſt regprations, VV hengid 


[Satan moſt tempt ob to curſe God, but in the depth of 


his | 
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his miſcric andcalamitie? And therefore tis nor much 
to be miruelled-at, if-we deſtrie natural! ſrailtie and 
weaknefſ in our brethren and ſiſters at ſucha'time.-- © | > x.,/y. 
God delivers his children to much frailtie, that in 
theirweakneſſehis power might be ſeene. For; how ad. 
mirableis the power of God, inthe preſeruing of ſach 
a man or womanto cternall life ! which oftentimesnei: | - 
ther know what they do, nor whatthey ſay, It:isa great 
worke of Godto bring any to heauen, though they | 
pray though they call for mercie,though they giue cui: 
dences of faith and repentance:but to bring ſuch ro hea- 
uen, which for the preſent cannot pray , itisa worke ra- 
ther tobe admired then conceined. = 
God alfo ſuffers his deare children to die-vncomfor- 4«Reaſop,) 

rably for their cauſe which ſtand by , as either for the | 
warning of his Saints ſtanding by, to teach them to 
rake heed of nouriſhing corruption, leſt irrroublethem 
at the laſt: and to forewarnethemalſo to prepare great 
ſtrength againſt the needfull rime, Or'elſe the Lord | 
doth it-in his iuſtice, to be a ſtumbling blockerothe 
wicked that ſtand by : that they may depart andſay, Lo 
theſe arethe Ptofeſſours, theſe are the holy people, 
theſe are the runners to Sermons ; and yet you-ſee whar 
ends they make : God blefſe me from theirprofeſſion, 
&c, A iuſt indgement of God, that foraſmuch asthe 
wicked will not recciue any good by Gods-people in 
their life time;cither by their good counſel]! or goodex- 
ample;that therefore they ſhould receine-hurtandbane 
by theirdeath. | | 

' But here ſome may poſſibly obie:Dothnor Chriſt | | ,. 
himſelfe ſay , that The comforter ſhall remaine for ener : 


with bis Elett>Tohn 14,16. Yeadoth he not ſay further, 
that) 
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that N.g-men ſbell take eway their joy? John 16. 22. 
Whickbcingtruc,how can it p6flibly be;tharthechild | 
of Gad-having had' at any timeſound ioy , ſhould dic 
vecemionabIy 2.1 7 ot | 
Anſw. 'Tothislanſwer, that indeede it is true , ſound 
ſhall ncuer vieerly be taken away from any elect veſſel 
but--is- not to be denied but-the ſenſe. and feeling of 
thatioy may be taken away.. Though Chriſt was al. | 
wayesthe Sonne of Gods loue, andremained for cuer 
| in-his fanour , yet he was not alwayes ſenſible of that 
louewhich cauſed him tocry , My God, my God , why 
heft then forſaken me? 
> Object. | Ifany ſhall obic& further, andſay; Do wenorreade, 
that the Apoſiles reioyced, 1# that theyweres thought 
: \ | wortbie to [ufferrebuke for Chriſt? Ats 5.41, Anddo we 
- | not heare of thoſe holy Martyrsin Hebr. 10.34 who 
ſuffered with toy the ſpoyling of their goods? Yea, dowe 
{not behold with oureyes , many Chriſtians which de. 
partout of this life with much heauenly ioy? Therefore 
4t|may ſceme that the end of Gods children is a-ioyfull 
end. | i 
I anſwer, it is true that many Chriſtians, yeaI hope 
Anſe the moſt of Gods children-gdepart with bn 2 is 
notthecondition of all. Therebe ſome that go wee- 
pingto heauen, as well as there be others w i 
umphing. There be ſomethart are carried in fiery cha- 
 |riots wit Elias, and as it werein a whirle-winde # when 
others arecarriedin a more mild manner, or as it were 
ina hoxſelicter, + F 
3-0 biet, | If any ſballobie& yer and ſay, Dowenot reade in 
| Plal.37. farke the'wupright man, and behold the init : the 
| | end of that man i peace? Therefore how is it poſſiblethat 
the 
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It is moſterue, that the end of Gods children is peace, 


| bur this peace is eſpecially obtained in the world to 


come; for ſo ſaith the Prophet : Peace ſhall come, and they 
[ball reſt in their beds, Eſay 57.2. Yea what ſaith our 
bleſſed Sauiour? I» the world you ſhall heue affliitionflut 
be of good comfort,1 hane ouercome the world, loh. 16.53. 
But to come to the vſe and applicationofthis point: 
Is itſo , that afflitions may books troubleſome and 
tediousto the very children of God > Then this muſi 
teach vs, notraſhly tocenſure all ſuch as in whom we 


| diſcouer much weakeneſſe and fignes of impatiency. 
| For in ſo doing we might quickly come to condemn. 


the generation of the righteous, Shall we indge 7ob to 
be an hypocrite if we heare him curſing theday of his 
birth? God forbid. Therefore iudge not , that ye be not 
iudged. For with what tudgement ye indge, yeſhall be ind- 
ged; and with what meaſure ye mete , it (hall be meaſured 
to you againe, Matth.7.2. In ſtead of iudging and cenſu- 
ring other, inthis caſe rather learne toindee thy ſelfe: 
thinke thus with thy ſelfe, when thou ſeeſt ſignes ofim- 
paticncie in good people , firft, thit ſurcly their pangs 
and paines are exceeding great, for otherwiſe the 
would not thus complaine:and ſecondly fuſpe& thy ſelt, 
that if thou were in their caſe, and didft endure that 
which they endure,thou thy ſelfe wouldſt be farre more 
impatient, 

Secondly, isitſo,that afflitions may be thus redious 
wvnto the children of God? Therefore this muſt teach 
vs to be thankefull co God, when our brethren and 
ſiſters make a comfortable end. How great cauſe had 


| 


the friends and kindred of holy Martyrs to praiſe God, 
F when 


the end of the child of God ſhould be vncomfortable? | 
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when they beheld with theireyes the ſtedfaſi faith , the 
yndaunted courage, the maruellous patience which 
appeared in thoſe worthy ſeruants of God, And ſo 
when we behold our friends vpon their death: bed, 
iuſtifying God , condemning themſelues, laying ho1d 
of {aluation by Chriſt , giving good infiruQions to o. 
thers, and commending their ſpirits into the hand of 
their Lord which hath boughtthem : ſurely, I ſay, in 
this caſe we haue great and iuſt cauſetoplorific God, 
' And ſo muchtherathey are we bound to be thankful] 
| forthis, bccauſe it isnot giuen to all che Saints to have 
| this comfort atthe laſt : but ſome vpon their death beds 
areconſtrained with Chriſt Icſus to crie in the ſenſe of 
their paincs, ſy God my God why baſt theu for ſaken me? 
Thirdly, is it ſo, that zffli tions may be thus tedious 
| ynto Godschildren?Therefore this mult teach a!l Chri- 
 fFians toendenour,andthar betimes,to lay their founda-. 
tion of acomfortable death, and for this end wemuſt 
| obſeruetheſe rules. 
| . Firſt, we muſitake away the ſting of death,which is! 
finne. There isnothing which makes death terrible or 
; troubleſome vuto Gods child, but finne: as for the 
 pangs, many Chriſtians haue comfortably endured 
them, eſpecially being aſfured of Gods fauour, and allo 
| priuie to therpſclues ofa well ſpent life. But as forſuch 
| which would not be ruled , but would Qill retaine a 
ſelfewill,cheirend hath benz commonly vncomfortablc. 
| Therefore my deare brother andfifter, whoſoeuer thou 
art, let my counſel] be auaileable with thee; caſt away 
all thy tranſgreſſions whereby thou haſt trahiſgreſled. 
Spare notthy boſomeſinnes. For 1 ſay vntothee,cuery 
fine which chou keepeſt vamortified, doth threaten | 
to 
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ro make thy death vncomfortable, Wherefore lervs 


euery day be leſſening the ſorrowes of death by our dai- 


mortific alſo couerouſneſle : haſt thou mortified coue: | 
touſnefſe, mortifie alſo pride:haft thou morrified pride, | 
| mortifie allo raſh anger : in a word, haſtthou morrified | 
ſome ſinne, ſiriue to mortificall ſinne, For aſſure thy | 

ſelfe, it thou keepe any oneſinne aliue, it willbebitrer. 

| nefſe inthe end, ; 

Secondly,ifwe defire to make a comfortable end,we 
muſt walke faithfully, and labour toglorifie Godin our 
particular calling. How came Pas/ to finiſh his dayes 
with comfort , but by this, that he had finiſhed his 
courſe?2.Tim.q. that is, he had bene carefull to accom- 
pliſh the worke whereurito he was ſent, For it is not 
lufhcient , my welbeloued, that we obſerue with dili. 
gencethe workes of pictie, and that we walke fairhfully 
in our generall calling as we are Chriſtians,but we muſt 
alſo walke faithfully in our particular callings. It isnot 
ſufficienttoſeem tobe a good Chriſtian,but wemuſt be 
good Magiftrates, or good maſters, or good husbands, 
or good wiues, or good ſeruants, or good children, 
&c. We muſt glorifie God in theranke wherein God 
hath ſet vs, ifeuer we meane to die with ſound comfort. 
Thirdly, if wedeſire to make a comfortable end, we 
muſt be carefull rothinke of our end betimes. When 
ſickneſſe and death come vnexpeed,they are the more 
vnwelcome, they come as vnbidden gueſts: butif we 
haue ſeriouſly thought vpon theſethiags before hand, 
and made them part of our daily meditation, then they 
[are rhe leſſe troubleſome, and the more eaſily borne. 
'Euenasa heauic burden, if icbe throwne vpon a mans 
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ſhoulders at vnawares, it is ready to breake his backe; 
but if he be aware of his burden , and fit himſelfe to re- 

ceiue it, it isfarre more tollerable : Soir is with death 

and ſickneſfe:[fthouthinke of cheſe things before hand, 
they will befarre more caſte g but if thou put this euill 

day farre from thee , thou ſhalt finde by wofull experi- 
ence, that vnexpeQed death isthe moſt bitter and ter- 
rible. Therefore let thy bed put thee daily in minde of 
thy graue, and the leepe of thy death , let thy putting 
off thy garments putthee in mind of laying downe this 
tabernacle of thy body ; yea let thy fheetes put thee ir: 
ming of thy winding ſhecte , andthe clothes which co. 
uer thee in thy bed,pur thee in mind of the earth which 
ſhall couer thee in thy graue. Thus thou ſhalt imitate 
10b, who waitedall the dayes of his appointedtime vn- 
till hischanging came. Iob 14. 14. And thus thouſhale 
imitate many deare children of God , which are taught 
of Gad thus to thinke of their mortalitie, Thus thou 
ſhalt be more and more mortifiedto the world,and thus 


| 


| 


no doubt thou ſhalt make thy end comfortable. 
Fourthly,if we defireto make a comfortable end, we 
muft endeuour betimes to make ourcalling & ele&ion 
ſure. Thus Simeon departed in peace, becauſe his cyes, 
had ſeene Gods ſaluation, And indeede how can we 
expetto die with comfort, while we are vnreſolued 
what ſhall become of our ſoules in the world rocome? 
And that we may make ourcalling and eleQion ſure, 
we muſt obſerue theſe rules, Firſt, we muſt be diligent 
hearers of Gods word; for Faith comes by bearing, asthe 
Apoſile ſpeaketh. What is the reaſon that ſo many wa- 
uer?Is it not becauſe they arc idle, and becauſe they will. 


not take the painesto heare ſo diligencly,as their caſe re- 
quireth?. 
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nireth > Secondly , thatwe may make our calling and 
ele&ion fure, we muſt frequently receiue the Lords 
Supper. What experienced Chriſtian is there, but he is 
able to tell you, that the Sacrament by Gods bleſſing 
hath a notable confirming and eſtabliſhing power ? 
And therefore thoſe negligent Miniſters arc guiltic of 
the weakeneſſe of the faith ofthe people, in that they 
do not ſo frequently asthey ought, adminiſter the holy 
Sacrament. Thirdly,ifwe deſtre ourcalling and cleion 
to be made ſure, then we muſt pray vnto God, as the 
Apoſtlesdid , that the Lord would increaſe our faith, 
For vnleſſe Gods Spirit do teſtifie together with our 
ſpirit, wecan neuer come to any full aſſurance. Paw/ 
may plant,and Apolbs way water,butit muſt de God a. | 
lone which muſt giue the increaſe of ſaving grace, 
Fourthly , if we would make our calling andeleQion 
fare, wemuſtmedicate often of Gods promiſes, and we 
muſttric our eſtate by the markes which are peculiar 
vnto Gods elect. Fiftly , if we would make our calling 
 andeleQionſure, we muſt be plentifull in good workes, 
For, whom hath God promiſed to ſtrengthen vpon the 
bed of languiſhing, in Pſalme 41.3.butſuch as confider 
wiſely ofthe poore? And who are they which lay vp for 
themſclues a good foundation againſt the time to 
come, laying hold of cternall life, but ſuch as arerich in 
good workes? 1.Tim.6.19. Thus weſce theway to a 
comfortable departure. God almightie giue cuery one 
of vs graceto take this way , that ſo by our death we 
may glorifie God, bring comfort and good example to 
our brethren, and eternall benefit to our owne foules, 
and that for the merits of Iefus Chriſt our Lord, to 


whom with the bleſſed Father,and the boly Spirit,three 
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moſt glorious perſons, & one God be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due,al! honourypraiſe and glory,all true fearegreuerence 
& obedience, from this time forth for cuermore, Amen, 


The occaſion of this. Sermon { as you know ) was for 
thecelebrationofthe funcrall of thar excellent ſeruant 
of God, Miſtris Elizabeth Inuxon , the late faithfull wife 
of Maſter 1h» Inxon Citizen ofthis famous: Citie of 
London, And the reaſon which moued me to make 
choice of chis Text rather then'of any other, was the| 
requeſt of our deare ſiſter deceafſed , who vpon her 
death-bed called for her Bible, and turnedto this por- 
tion of Scripture , and deſired meto intreate of it at her 
buriall, And indeed if I had bene keft to mine owne free | 
choiſe , I thinke I could not haue madea fitter choice of 
aText in all the Bible. Forthe cſtare of 7b deſcribed in 
theſe words, doth notably anſwerto the eſtate of our 
tiſter. 

For, were the moneths of /9þ, moneths of yanitic? 
did they vaniſh away like ſmoake? did they paſſe away 
quickly like the VVeauers ſhuttle > Euen fo it was with 
the life of this our ſiſter;her daies were but few andeuill; 
herpilgrimage here was but ſhort; for ſhe was not full 
ſcuen and twentie yeraes old when God tooke her a. 
way, as Iam informed. As it was with Henoch, becauſe 
he walked with God, thereforethe Lord tooke him a- 
way in his middle age : euen ſo it was withthis worthy 
woman ; ſhe walked wich her God, andtherefore he 
hath now taken her vp vnto himſelfe inthe midſt of her 


| in his body? Euen ſo did this our fiſter;her paines were 


dayes. 
Secondly,did 7ob endure painfull and tedious griefe 
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very great, her triall was afierietrial}; yea her ſickneſle 
was not onely dolorous, but likewiſe 1t was long and te- 
dious, continuing vpon her with great extremitie for 
| theſpace of a yeare and vpwards, God did 
inthe mortar of his fatherly correQtion like ſpice 
ſo ſhe might be made the more fragrant ſacrifice ynto 


himſeife. 


Thirdly, was 70b brought by his ſickneſſe tothe ſight | 


rinde her 


ofthe vanitic of earthly things ? So was this ſeruant of | 
God; ſhe had attained an holy {corne of the content- | 
ments of this life. For when I demanded of her whe- | 
ther the comlineſſe of the roome where fthelay, and | 


furnicure of her houſe didnot ſomewbat tempt her to 
deſire ſt:|] ro liue: ſhe anſwered me, That nothing inthe | 
world did moue her to defire life , nonot her very chil. 
' dren , which were farre more deare vnto her, then any 
| worldly riches whatſocuer. So that I found ſhe was 
| quitedead to the world in her minde, before the was 
| dead or depriuedof life inher bodie, God grant that e- 
| | uery one of vs may labour for the like grace of ſound 
| mortification, For, if we be dead and crucified vntothe 
worl:},it isa good ſigne that we are aliue to God. 
Fourthly, was griefe and ſinart irkfome and trouble- 
ſome vnto 70b himſelfe? Then it was the great micrcie of 
God, to giue patience vnto this our fifter in any meca- 
ſure. And ler vsnot thinke it iravge if ſhe roared and 
cried with paine at ſome times; butler vs rather feare, 
thatif we had bene in hercaſe , and had taſted her ſor- | 
rowes:, we had bene like to fall into greater extremitic | 
then euer ſhe fell. Iris the propertie of a good child to 
| crie whileſthe is a beating, as well as of a bad. But here 
isthe difference; a good child when the ſmart is gone, 
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| hisrod, by ſhewing a very tender affeQion of love to 


] him. 
| . Fiſthly, were theſe painfull nights appointed vnto! 
| :ob , not by fatall neceſlitie , or by chance and fortune, 
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will kiſſe-the rod , and love his parents , and be forie 
for his fault; whereas a wicked child will murmure a- 
gainſt and hate hisparents, Now this our worthy ſiſter 
(hewed her ſelfe ro be a good child; for ſhe cried when | 
ſhe felethe ſmart:but whenſhe had any mitigation, ſhe: 
condemned herimpartiencie, and iuſtified God, kiffing, 


God, whenſocuer ſhe thought or ſpoke ſeriouſly of 


but by the prouidence of God? Even ſo it was with this 
our ſiſter. For howſoeuer the firſt occaſion of her ſick- 
neſſe mightſecme vnto vs to be meerely caſuall: yetthe: 
truth is, that euen caſualties themſclues are guided by. 
the divine prouidence. For (as Salomon ſaith; The lot 55 
caft tmtothe lapybut the whole diſpoſition thereof is from 1e- 
houch Prou,16.33- Andthus I have declared ynto you, 
how fitly this text doth anſwer vnto this preſent occa- 
fion, Now may itpleaſe you furtherto conſider the ſpi- 
rituall eſtate of this our ſiſter, 


ſerious examination which ſhe tooke of her ſelfe in the 
time of her health. It is ſer downewith her owne hand, 
and was found by her husband after her devarture, a- 
mongſt the reſt of herthings which ſhe moſt eſteemed: 
and for my owne part,I know them to be no fables. For 
I knew her ſpirituall eſtate , by fie yeares experience, 
living in the houſe with her. Now I thought good to 
make them publike, not onely for a due memoriall of 
this bleſſed ſeruant of God, bur alſo for the common 


Andher ſpiritualleſtate ſhall appeare by a ſtrit and 


| 800d of Gods Church : as being indeed exceedingly 


Impor- | 
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importuned by good people thereunto. 'If you defire 
to reape benefit by the markes,reade them notas a bare 
report or commendation of the partie deceafſed ; bur 
| duly obſerue every Marke what itimporteth, and next, 
obſcrue in what manner it was found in this worthie 
woman: thirdly, weigh well the: places of Scripture 
whichare alledged co proue the Markes to be peculiar 
to Gods ele: and laſtly, examine whether thou findeſt 
theſe ſignesinthy ſelfe orno ; forthis is the way to be. 
nefit by them. 

| TheMarkswhichthis our fiſer found to be wrought 
| in her by Gods holy Spirit, are many: I will reduce 
them to as few heads as I can , forthe helpe of your me- 
morie:I will not adde any thing abouethe ſence ofthat 
which ſhe hath wricten ; onely it ſhall be my endeuour 
co bring that which ſhe hath written, intodiſtin or- 
der for better capacitie, andto declare vnto you my 
owne particular knowledge concerning hereſtate. And 
| the Marks aretheſe following, being noted inthe ſmall 
letrers for diſtinion. And behold , ſhe that is dead, 
ſhall yet ſpeake vnto you. 2 


| Thefirſt Marke. 
Firſt, I deſired to be exerciſed in the word day and 
night : aud 1finde « willing receiing of Gods Commande- 
ments, they are not grienous, 


And thatrhis precious ſigne was in this worthy wo- 
man, let her praQtiſe ſhew it. To my knowledge, when 
ſhe was in rhe Citie,ſhe heard for the moſt part,nine or 
ren Sermons eucry weeke; whereof foure ofthem con- 
{ Rancly ypon the Sabbathday, beſides ———_— 
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ſhe read daily morning and evening ſome .part of the 


Scripture,from the beginning ofthe Bible vntothe end |. 


thereof. And ſhe didnotreade the Scripture as many. 
do,in haſte,but withſcrious confideration, application; 


werenotgrieuousvito her, but ſhe obeyed them-with 
chearcfulneſſe. Ineuer made any motion vnto her for: 
any that were in diftreſſe , but as ſoone as the heard it, 
ſhe obeyed. Yea the word was o farre from being grie- 
uous, as that it was more ſweet then the hony and the 


laſt medications. in.the night, and ber firſtthovghts in 
the morning, . | 

And this conſtant: meditation of God word; is pi- 
uen as an infa)lible marke of a bleſſed perſon in Pals, 
tn that law will be meditate day and nicht, And if this 
bea ſigne in any ,then much morein this good Chri. 


ſian, For indeed, vntill it pleaſed God to corivert her 
ſoule(which-was about fiuc yeares ags) the walked ac- 
cording tothecourſe of the world, and maruciled ( as 
ſhe her ſelfe confeſſed) what people meant to runne 
dragling to Sermons, But the Lordchanged her mind, 
and.then I thinke ſheran as faft to Sermons as the reſt 
of her brethren and ſiſters; I meane as thereſt of Gods 
deare Saints andchildren, 


| Theſecond Marke. | 
The word worketh in me aredreſſe of my wayes; 


Andthatthis (igne was in this worthy woman , it 
was cuident vnto me , who was made throughly: ac- 
| + quainted, 


COIN 


and: meditation, Moreouer , Gods commandements | 


hony combe;(as ſhe acknowledged,) Yea ſhe ſlept cuery || 
night,with this-meate in hermouth: the word being her 


ua. 
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quainted, by her voluntaric confeſſion, with her cftate- 
Sheacknowledged vnro me, after herconuerfion, how 
-vaine her courſe had bene informer times.Yeaſhe con- 
cealed not from me the greateſt fins that euer ſhe com- 
mitted 1n all her life rime. And therefore [1 ſaw with 
mine eyes, what an admirable redrefſe-of wayes the 
word and Spirit of God had wrought in her. Now bre. 
thren, when the word of God workes a threugh and ef- 
fe&tuall redreſſe,it is an cuident figne of anhappiceſtate 
and condition, For the word- worketh effe&ually in 
| none but ia ſuch as dobeleeue:as we gather out of-the 
{| words ofthe Apoſtle inz, Theſſ.2.13. | 


A — _— — 


The third Marke. 

' 1finde a reſpect ro all the commandementsof God, defs- 
ring to obey in the leaſt commandement as well as in the 
greate(t; 1 find a willingne(ſe to obey againſt profit,pleaſare, 
ereair,caſe libertie,and the liking of carnall friends, 


And thatthis figne was in this worthy Chbriftian , fc 
| isalſo euicent. She hath defiredto obey inthe leaſt, and 
much morein the greateſt commandements, She, for 
her part, made conſcience, as well of litle oaths as of 
great;ofdeceiuing ina ſhilling,as well as in a pound;of 
cheluſtofthe eye, as well as of the a of vncleanneſſe; 
of words,as well as of deeds; and of thoughts, as well as 
of outward practiſes. This was manifeſt vnto me by her 
complaints againſtherſelfe, in ſuchthings as acarnall 
hypocrite would have efteemed but motes , whereas 
ſhe eſteemed them beames, And that ſhe hada willing- 
neifcto obey againſt profir,it is likewiſe evident;for ſhe 
_ an cfpeciall meanesto cY her husband, not 
2 tO 
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to encomber himſelfe with too mnch worldly employ. 
ment, butrather to content himſelte with lefſe worldly 
aine,and to redeeme timefor hearing Gods word, and 
FM other holy occaſions. Secondly,ſhe obeyed, againſt 
pleaſure; for whereas ſhe had wont to ſecke her bodily 
recreation vypon the Sabbath day , in walking vp and 
downe,infitting at her gate, intalking of worldly mart- 
rers,andſuchlike: now ſhe was growne ſo deuout and 
pious, astharſhe made conſcience to expell worldly 
[i thoughts vpon the Lords day , as appeared by many 
|  godlyqueſtions, from time torime put forth vato me 
by her. Thirdly, ſhe obeyedagainſt credit ; for whereas 

in her carnall eſtate, her carnall neighbours reſpeed 
| her; afterwards, whenthey obſerued this godly change 
| in her, theyceafſedto giue herthat reſpe& which was 
'| duevnto her; yea indeedthey enuied, hated, and neg- 
| le&ed her.Fourthly,that ſhe obeyed againſt libertie and 
| eaſe, it wasalſo manifeſt; for whereas in her carnal! e- 
[| ſtate ſhe could rake libertie to keepe her bed vponthe 
Sabbath day rilleight of the clocke,now in her ſpiritual 
eſtate, ſhe could affoord to riſe by fiue aclocke in the 
| 1 morning,and that inthe cold winter, and when ſhe was 
i with child, and to go tothe LeQure inthecitie at ſix a 
ul clocke: andthis ſhe did conſtantly. Fifthly , that ſhe o- 
beyed againſt the liking of carnall friends, it was alſo 
plaine ; for they ſtormed againſt her for theſe godly 
courſes, and did not ſpare totellher, Thatif ſhe thus 
| proceeded, ſhe would vtterly vndo her ſelfe, and over- 
throw her-eſtate : and yer againſt all theſe pul-backes, 

ſhe held on hergodly courſe vnto the end, 

And know this my deare brethren, that there is no 
ſurer euidence of a good eſtate, then vniuerſall obe. 
i dience. 
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dicnce, What was it thatconfirmed the eſtate of Zacba. 
ry and Elizabeth to be abeſſed and happie efate, bur 
this, in that rhey walked in all the communadements of God, 
withogt rebuke? Luke 1.6. 


The fourth Ggne or Marke. , 
I finde feruencie and frequencie in prayer , in ſecret, 


Concerning the feruency of this good woman in 
prayer, andthat in ſecret, I my ſelfe haue bene an eare 
witneſſe, for I haue heard her pray when ſhe was not a- 
ware of me. And for her frequencie , rhe family are not 


ignorant how exactly ſhekept and obſerued her religi- 
ous houres in priuate. There is no hungry perſon doth 
more duly obferue his meale-times, then this faithful! 
perſon obſcrued her times for prayer andreading. 

And who willnot eaſily acknowledge, that the true 
ſpiritof prayer is a notable ſign of a bleſſed eſtate? For 
God deth power the ſpirit of prayer vpon none, bur 
ypon ſuch vpon whomalſo he powreth the ſpirit of 
grace,Zacb.12.10.And what ſaith bleſſed Paul? boſoc. 
euer ſball call upon the name of the Lora, ſhall be ſaurd, 
Rom. 10.13.Yea what ſaith Chriſt himſelfezMarth.6.6. 
Pray unto thy Father in ſecret, and the Father which ſeeth 
in ſecret, ſhallreward thee openly. 


The fift Marke. | | 


I find a firizing againſi the mot ſecret corraptions of 
natare ; Ibewaile my tranſgreſſions againſt the inward 
worſhip of God,as well as againſt the outward; 1 bewaite the 
bardneſſe of mine heart, and mourn becauſe 1 cannot 


monurne 4s Toueht. LE 
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| How cexcecdingly-this holy Chriſtian did bewaile 
her failings againſt.che inward worſhip of God,T was 
not ignorant:for many a'time hathſhe complained vn- 
rome, what diſtractions ſhe hath found in prayer, and 
in the hearing of Gods word.Yea ſhe obſcrued the ſub. 
*|tilric of Satan, how he weuldthruſt'other good moti- 
ons and meditations vpon her vnſeaſonably, of purpole 
to hinder her in her preſer.t holy bufineſſe: and more. 
ouer, mine cates were continually filled with her 
complaints in reſpe& of hardneile of heart, and with 
her mourning becauſe ſhe could not mourne as ſhe 
ought. Andtharſhe had a ſtriuing agaioſtthemoſt ſe- 
cret corruvtions, it was likewiſe apparent vnto me, 
which was made acquainted with her fpirituall-eſtate: 
for it was her godly care ill to-be inſteu@ted how ſhe 
might caſt outandreſiſt euill motions, groning and 
ſighing vnder them, as vnder a moſt vncomforcable, 
heauic, and intollerable burden, 

Now what greater f{igne isthere ofa good ard gra. 
cious eſtate,then to beſenfible ofthe combarof the ſpi- 
(ric againſithefleſh2 Vhatgreater euidence was there 
\that Paz] was nowaregencrate peiſon, then this, to 
wit, thathe foundthis firjiuing in his heart, and that he 
| was ſenſible ofthe law of his minde reſiſting the law.of 
S | ſinne which was in his members? Rom.7.23. What 

| greater ſigne was there that Rebecchs was conceiued 
with child, then when ſhe felt ſuch a ftruggling within 
herſelfe beeween the children,as ſhe never felt before? 
So what greater. euidence that we are conceiued of 
S | Chriſt,then when we fecle him ſenſibly firuggling ir. vs 
S | againſt the ol] Adam? 
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The ſixt Marke. 
[ find a diflike of ſinne in-all, enen in them that are moſt 


« | dearewvrto me. 


— ——_— 


This marke I know'to haue bene in this worthy wo. | 
| man: ſhegrieued for ſinne in kindred, in familiar ac- 
| quaintance,in ſeruants, in children. Yea ſhe grieved for 
the very appearance of evill, aswhen ſhe ſaw that ſome 
walked not wiſely inthe vſe of Chriſtian libertie , as in | 
| the vſe ofrecreations and ſuch like. And much more did | 
ſhe grieve for the common ſwearing in the land, for 
Sabbath breaking, for whoredome which is ſo ordina- 
ry, and for all ſuchabhominations. 
| Nowtogricue for the abhominations ofthe time, is | 
an vndoubred ftgne of a goodand happie eſtate. For 
whom doth God ſet his marke vpon for his owne, Ezec. 
9.4, but vpon ſuch as-figh and crie for the abhomina- | 
tions of Ieruſalem ? 


Theſeuenth Marke. 
1 defire to flirre up mine affection after God, and to 4. | 
uoide what might ſteale away mine heart. from him deligh- 
ting in all the wayes whereby mine heart might bc infla. 
med towards him, 


This marke was apparently in this our ſiſter by theſe 
ſignes. She feared both the company and doQtin? of 
ſuch Miniſters , as ſhe percciued would giue her too 
much liberty. She was likewiſe beſt pleaſed inthe grea- 
teſt ſtrickneſle, ſothat it were not curious but comman- 
ded of God. She maintainedin herſelfe a godly icalo.- | 
fie, leſt tharriches and worldy contentments ſhould 
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| [eſſen heraffe&ionto Chriſt, She wasfearfullto loſe any 


| | Now whatſurer ſigne 15 there of ableſſed eſtate, then 
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part or dram of her firſt-loue.:She delighted moſtiin| 
ſuch conference, both athertable, and in-companie, 
which ſauoured of religion : it was hergriefe to heare 
ſome how they would ſpend their precious time in fro. 
thie diſcourſe, preferring trifles and toyes before ſuch 
ſpeech as might haue miniſtred grace to the hearers.So 
that it was evident , that ſhe delighted in ſuch wayes' 
whereby her heart might be inflamed to latie God, Yea 
I do ſuppoſe , that her inner manwas cometo that de. 
gree of Joue andzeale, that the deſired to heare no 0- 
ther noyſe but the noyſe of Gods word, norany other! 
knocking but the knocking of Gods Spirit at the doore: 
of the heart. She found that want of Gods word pub- 
lickly preached inthetime of her lovg ficknefſe,as that 
ſhe reſolued, if God would giue her but fo much 
ſtrength to endure to be carried in a chaire to the 
Church, ſhe would defirouſly go. 


ſincere inflamed loue ro God? The Lord promiſeth to 
ſhew mercy vnto thouſands okthem which loue him, 
and keepe his commandements, Exod.20. 


The eight Marke. 
1 fins au holy reſt and quietneſſe of conſcience, with ſþi- 
ritual boldneſſe, and confidence of truſt in God ſometimes. 


She found that degree of ſpirituall boldnefſe to my 
knowledge at ſome times , as thatin her perfect health 
ſhe hath deſiredto bedifſolued, that ſhe might not live 
to hauetharconfidence weakened. She acknowledged 


| vnto me in the middeft of many temptations vpon her 
death. 


head 
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death-bed , thatthe Lord had freed her heart from hel. 
liſh feares, and that ſhe found much-peace. Yea not 
| | manydaycsbefore her departureouvofthis life, ſhee 
made a very excellent acknowledgement of the good- 
neſle of God vnto her,and how ſhe knew that it ſhould 
be wel] with her aſter this fe ended, bleſſing God with. 
all forthe benefit which ſhe had receiued by the Mini. 
ſteric ofthe Word, and exhorting her kinred & friends 
which wereabour her, that they ſhould be carefull ro 
| hearc Sermons, and to meditate ofthem. Yea ſbe did ſo 
ſpeake with that euidence of Spirit , as that ſhe drew 
| ceares from them which heard her atthat time. 

.. + Now what merc-euident mark is there of a true Chi. 
ſtian, then a ſound faith > what ſarerreſtimony then the 
teſtimony of Gods owne Spirit bearing witnefle with 
our ſpirits that we arethe children of God > Rom.$.16. 
Now indeed this our deare ſt{ter did not feele this full 
aſſurance atalltimes,but ſhe groned many atime vnder 
the ſenſe of much vnbelcefe. But what experienced 
Chriſtian doth not ſufficiently know , that the deare 
children of God are ſubic rotheſe pangs ? in ſo much 
that weſay, That ſurely that man or woman neuer be- 
leeued aright which never doubted, But my deare bre. 
threwremember theeſtate ofthat goodfather in Marke 
9.24. No ſooner did he beleeve, but preſently he was 
madeſenſible of his vabeleefe. Forthus he cries with 

| tcarcs, Lord 7 beleene,belpe my wnbeleefe. 


The ninth Marke. 
| 1 finde « deſire of the prattiſe of mortification of ſinnes 
paſt and preſent, There is no ſize but I conld willingly mage 


my ſelfe for it, ſoſcone 45 I know it tobe a ſine. 
H This 
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\ This holy ſeruanrot God, ſhe was come tothar de- 
oree of mortification-vntoher eſpeciall fines, that ſhe 
did not onely quiteforſake the praQtice ofthem,butalſo 
ſhe loarhed them inwardly, and confeſſed to the glorie 
of God , thatſhe found her ſelfe quite dead tothelcaſt | 
pleaſing motion tending that way. -And her eſpecial! 
{inne having; beene the abuſing of things Jawfull, ſhe 
came ſofarre to be mortificd, as thatſhe wasrempred 
to abhorre cucn the lawfull ve. She was inclined not 
onely to an holy reuenge vpon herſelfe,buteuen to cx- 
ceed.in thatreuenge and(elfe. judging. 

Now what greaterarguiment isthere of our ſpirituall 
riſing with Chriſt,then if we montific our earthly mem-' 
bers>Coloſſ:3.1.5,and what greater figne that we ſhall 
eſcape the-iudgement of God , then if-we iudge our: 
ſelues?x Cor.11.3t. | | Fooft Wo gb 1627 | 


The tenth Marke. 
F loxe all Gods children, and that for thetraths ſake : 1 
eftceme them the onely excellent people in the world. © 


; 


She loued-poore Chriſtians as well as therich, ro 

my knowledge;the preferred them before rich kindred. 
$he loued them meerly for their graces, and norfor | 
worldly reſpe&s. For indeed ſhe was agiuer, and not a 
receiver. Sothat ir was not with our fiſter as it is with 
the children of this world, which ſpeake evill of all fuch 
as will not runne with them to the ſame excefle of rior. 
She was farre from contemniag of Gods dearechildren, 
vnder'a colour as though they were Puritans and Preci- 
fans, and irregular perſons,orthelike, But he indged as 


David did in Pfal, 16.that thoſe that feared God, and 
| were 


—__—— _— — — a 


' OR TOMBESTONE _ 53 

were endued with-grace,they werethe Excellent. ones. 
All that ſhe hated in them was their corruptions, which 
they themſclucsalſo hate, ria en: 

Now whaſocuer. they be which haue their hearts 

fincercly ſeaſoned with true Chriſtian: loue, it is an cui- 
dent {jgnethar they arethe children of Gad, Far as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Everyonewhich loueth, is borne of God, 
| aud knoweth God, 1.Toh.4.5.7. And againe befaich, in 
the 16, verſe of the fame Chapter , He that aweletb in 
| ue, awelicthin God, and Ged in him. 


Thecleuenth Marke. 
1 deſire after puritie, and to be holy as God ts holy. 


-Thisour Chriſtian ſiſter laboured againſt all impurity 
both, of fleſh and Spirit: the leaſt ſecret impure motion 
did much vexe her, as appeared by her feeling com- 
| plaints, And as for holincfſe; I am perſwaded ſhe afte- 
| Redit farre aboueſaluation: for what was ſtill her eſpe- 
| ciallrequeſt? even this, that God would be pleaſedto 
giue hera more holy heart. And moreouer , the more 
holily that any Miniſter. preached ,the more was ſhe 
| debghted toheare him. The more holily chat any one 
| conferred, or prayed, gauethankes, the more heartily 
5 wo her zealein ſaying Amen. And un , as 
. [for Sermons,and prayers, and thankſgiving, which fee- 
{med to be very "9 if there md holy 
zeale in ther, they were but a burden vnto her.Yea ſhe 
| [Rood fo affcRed vnto holineſle, asthat ſometimes wal- 
king inher hal vpon the Sabbarh day,andconferringof 
{ Gods word, ſhe hath heartily defired , neverto go 4+ 
| gainc intothe world, but if it werethe will of —_ 
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(ie wight ſpendall her dayes.inthar bleſſed fellowſhip 
with God, And yet ſhe was noneofthoſe thar lived in- 


ordinately or idlely, who living by the ſweate of other 
mens browes, vnder the colour of giuing themſelucs 
vnto- holinefle, doaltogerher negle& or caſt off their 
particularcallings, eſpecially if they be any rbing pain- 
full, But ſhe thus ſpoke, being carctull ofthar holy con- 


| dition, If ir might ſtand with thewill of God. 


By theſe ſympromesand fignes, we may fee how this 
our ſiſter ſtood affected for. holineſle. And whar greater 
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figne is there of a true child of God, then holineſſe ? Be 
ye ſare, ſaith Dazid in Plalme 4. that God bath choſen to 
| himſelfe a godly man, And Saints or holy perſons, is one 
| ofthe names which is given of God ynto hischildren 
inthe holy Scriprures,as you are not ignorant, 


The twelfth Marke, 
1 defire to be good at bome as well as abroad, imabſente 
of others as well as in preſence, in ſecret as well av openty, 


Concerning the domeſtical] goodneſle of this our 
ſiſter, we hadſufficient knowledge : for we daily-beheld 
her Chriſtian praiſe. And bowconſtantſhe was in her 
holy courſes inourabſence, I have bene ſufficiently in- 
formed by others which were in the family. She had at- 
rained that lereptgrn yas that her ſtudy wasto 
bide her graces; at farre as prace could be hid. 
For you knowthat grace ivlike ſweere oyle, it will vtter 
it ſelfe in the ſweere ſauour whether the Apothecary 
will orno,Fearcfull ſhe was leaſt any ſhouldthinke more 
to be in herythien ſhethoughr to be in her ſelfe. She ha- 
ted vainefliews; ſhe Tould not brooke thoſe that would 
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then is ſinceritie? VVhat greater cuidence was there of 
* | Davids blefſedeſtatethen this, that he walkedinthe vp. 
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publikly make ſhew of morethen was manifeſt by their 
privuatepraQtiſe, was inthem. - 

Yea vpon herdeath-bed ſhe affirmed, that ſhe had 
nothiog in her ſeIfe rocomfort her bur poore finceritie. 
She knew that howſoever ſhe had von rr weakly be- 
fore God, yet (he had walked fiacerely. Another argu. 
ment of her {inceritie was this, in that ſhe deſired her e- 
ſtate to be throughly ſifted both in health and ſickneſſe. 
And to that end, in health ſhe repaired to godly Mini- 
ſters, for the triall of her eſtate; andalfo in ficknefſe ſhe 
deſircd the indgements of morethen of one Miniſter, 


that ſhe might know the very truth of hereftare, Yea ſhe 
defired to heare of her finnes,, and tothat end defired 
me, cither in mine owne perſon, or by ſome other good | 
Miniſter , to preach a Sermon of the curſed eſtare of 
man by nature , andofthe vttermoſt terrors of the Law 
againſt finne ; thatſo her ſtonie hearr might be more 
and more broken: and for that paines,ſhe would have 
giuen me or any other Miniſter of Chriſt, which would 
haue made the Sermon, a large reward in gold. 

Now whar-greater ſigne is there of a good eſiate, 


rightneile of his heart jnthe midſt ofhis houſe > Pſalme 


101,23. | 
The thirteenth Marke. 

I can pray for mine enemies, and humble my ſoule for 
them intheir diſftre(ſey, 1 will be at peace withuhem with- 
out reuewee, 1can forbeare them, when 1 couldbring them 


10 ſhame. 


| 


 Tharthis ſeruantof G odcould pray for her enemies, 
y H 3 and | 
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and humble her ſoule in their diſtreſſe, we may well be- 

| Jecue-ir-if ſhe auouch it : for great was her truth in 
ſpecch , and throughly tried,. I do not denie bug ſhe | 
| might ſometimes report anvntuh, as receiving it by | 
| reportof others whom ſhe belecued: Bur to ſpeake 3 
| lie, or to ſpeake againk her owne knowledge , towrong 
any,or aduantage her ſelfc,ir was farre from her. Again, 
thatſhe would be at peace with her cnemics , without | 
{ reuenge, and without ſeeking theirſhame,it was mani: 
| feſt, For when ſome had exceedingly wronged her by 
| cheir landeroustongues , after ſhe had conferred with 
x | me, what I thought (he might do with, a goodconſci- 
|eaccin ſuchacaſe; ſhe was content to fit downe vnder 
{the wrong, being perſwaded that God would cleare 
her innocency as the light at noone day. Andthis was 
the morcexcellent patiencein this our godly ſiſter, be- 
cauſe indeed by nature ſhe was very cholericke,andſub. 
ic&to paſſions, WAY 
| And what greater cuidence is there ofa goodeſſtate, 
then to forgiue our enemies > For Chriſt himſelfchath | 
ſaid, that If we forginementheir treſpaſſes , our beauenly 
Father will forgiue vs onr treſþaſſes, Math. 6.14- 


The fourteenth Marke, 
1 finde « willingneſſe te (uffer any thing for God, by his 


iſtance. Fe 
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She was content ( forthe preſent ) to endurethe ha- 
tred of the world for her profeſſion ſake, roendure the 
[ perſecution of the tongue, and the taunts of carnall 
| friends. And theſe ſufferings ſhe didnor much reſpeQ. 
;  |Nayfurther , ſhe was very mindiull ofthe Genie wal | 
2 ich 
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which mighr come vpon vs:and ſhe for her part Jooked 
for i, and preparedfor ir, Yea, ſhe was mindedrather 


to'betray the trath ofthe Goſpell. Andintheſe godly 
reſolutions, ſhe did not truſt in any fort:to: her owne 
ſtrength ,- bue was very jealous how ſhe ſhould be able | 
to Endare the fire : Ohſaidſhe,how ſhalll enduretabe 
 drawne vpon an hurdle vnder Newgate, &robe bound 
, vntoa ftake,to ſuffer the violence of thefirez&c. Butyer 
ſhe ſtill was comforted with this,namely,that God was 
able ro cauſe herto ſtahd, | 4 

And what greater ſigne is there of a ſoundeftate, 
then' when it' # given vnto vs,vot oncly to belcent inc the 
behalfe ef Chriſt, but 4/0 to ſuffer for his ſake?Phil.1.29. 


The fifteenth Marke. | 
Þ deſire 80 deale faithfully in the charge and calling in 
which I am,ana 18 diſcharge it inthe conſcionable feare of 
G od, | 


This onr ſiſter was not onely faithfull in her general] 
calling,bur alfo in her particular,For firſt, ſhe was a very 
faithfull wife, her yery defice was fubic&ro herhusband. 
I am perſwaded, that if her husband had commandee 
her co do the vileſtdrudgerie abourthe houſe, ſhe durſt | 
not have refufed,in very conſcience of Gods Law.: And 
moreouer,whereas in her carnall eſtate,it was her com- 
mon. praQtice to put forth her childrento be-nurſeg a. 
broad:, accordingto the practice of the proud women 
in ourtimes - when the Law of God beganto be writ- 
ten inher heart , ſhe durſtno Jonger nurſe her children 


abroad, but rooke paines to nurſe them with her owne 
breaſts. | 
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| found fairhfull in the particularcalling. As weſce ir is 


ee 
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breaſts. Againe , ſhe did*moſt diligently ouerſee the 
wayes of her family : and ſhe cate notthe bread of idle- 
neſ{e, bur ſtill ſhe employed her ſelfe in ny + 
dable employment. And as for her children and ſet 
ſhe did diligently inſtru them in good wayes. She 
was gricued at any prophaneneſle found in them: ſhe 
mourned for them: ſhe prayed forthemſhe pitied their 
eſtate, and as for the ſoule of herlouing and kind huſ- 
band, ſhe had aneſpeciall care. | 
Now it isan eſpeciall marke of a true convert , to be 


| 


giuen by Pau! asan euidenceof the truth of the con. 
uerſion of One/imus , that now he was become profrable 
vntohi maſter, Philem.1r. : | 


The fixteenth Marke, 
1 deſire to glorifie God by a fruitful profeſſion, 


The faith of this our ſiſter wasno dead faith. To my 
knowledge ſhe was cxcceding fruirfull in good workes, 
What mony ſhe had of her owne in thetime of her 
health, ſhe diſtributed it feely , uy to poote Prea- 
chers about this Cirie, partly alſo to poore Chriſtians, 
She was like vnto Dorcas, (he made garments, and tha 
both wollen and linnen, andgauethemto poore Chri- 
ſtians, and ro their children, She was a friend of the fa- 
cherleſſe and of the widow: and what ſhe had not of her 
m_ —_— n_ poore, ſhe intreated —_ buſ- 

adto ſupply. Yea, ſhe was a very patroneſſe for ſuch 
as were indiftrefle, ſhe wasa bleſſed inſtrumentto fiir 
vpher willing husband ro many ſecret gifts,and bounti. 


fallalmes-deedes , eſpecially vneo them which were of 
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the houſholdot faith. To my knowledge ſhe hath gi- 
uen gold and filuerplentifully, to ſome more, and to 
7-4 hr amongſtthereſt other charitable works, 
! that ſhe gave tothe Miniſter which was the 
meanes (vnder God) of herconuerſion ) as ſhe ſuppo- 
ſed) She gaue, I ſay , vntohim, by the conſent of her 
| husband,the ſumme of fiftie poynds,befides a large por- 
.tion which ſhe begged of her husband to be diſtributed 
after her death vntocharitable vſes. The {icke had cauſe 
to blefſe God for herin her health , for ſhe viſited them 
with meate, with bodily preſence, with necefſaric helpe 
both oy her ſelfe , and by her maides. And many that 
enioy health , haue great cauſe to bleſſe God for her in 
her teath , inreſpec of herliberall gifts. Andfor mine 
-owne part, I haue cſpeciall cauſe tobleſſe God in her 
life and in her death; for a moſt kind mother and nurſe 
ſhe was vnto me. 

Now this fruitſulnefſe didargue the goodneſſe of 
the Tree , for how doth a Chriſtian ſhew his faith , but 
by his workes? Andthe Lord (as you know) promiſeth 
a Prophets reward vnto ſuch asdo good vato his mem- 
bers,Math, 10. 42. Yea atthe day of indgement Chriſt 
will ſay ynto all ſuch fruitfull ones, Come wnto me, ye 
bleſſed of my Father , inherite the kingdome prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world, Foy I was an bungred 
and ye cane me meate:1 was thirſtie,and ye gane me arinke, 
I'was 4 ſtranger, and ye tooke me in: naked, and ye clothed 
me : 1was ſicke, and ye viſited me: Iwas in priſon, and ye 
came vnio me. 

Theſeuentecnth Marke. 
I find « daily holy ſtrife to preſerne graces ginen vutome, 
| 424 to prenent falling away. | oh 
e 
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She continued faithful to the end in the moſt ſab. 
ſanciall ſraces: For howſoeuer ſhe mourned for the 


want of that degree of ioy which ſhe bad felt in ſax 
times, yet ſhe continued inrepentance, in the prafit 
of holinefſe and righteouſneſſe, in a render loue to 
God, andto his word and children, in holy zeale, and 
fruitfulneſſc euen to the laſt period of herdayes. And 
indeed her want of full ioy was ſo ſanCiified ynto her, | 
that it was a furtheranceto a better grace, namely tore- 
pentance andſclfe deniall, and baſe eſteeme of her ſelfe. 
AndI1. call repentance better grace then ioy, becauſe 
howſocuer joy is a moſt excellent gift of the Spirit, yet 
ynto vs repentance is more profitable, For I make no 
doubt but that a mourning Chriſtian may be ſaued 
without rauiſhing ioy, andthat Chriſt may wipe away 
| his teares in heauen; but no Chriſtian ſhall be ſaued 
without repentance and ſelfe-deniall. 

Now conſtancie and perſeuerance in a good and 
holy courſe, is an vndoubred argument ofa bleſſed and 
bappie eſtate; as doth appeareby the words of our ble(- 
ſed Sauiour himſelfe, Matth. 10.22. He that endureth to 
the end, ſballbe faued : and Reuel. 2.10. Be thou faithful 
tothe death, and 1 will gine thee a crowne of life, 


_ The > ya Marke. 


| 1 find an vninerſall change is my ſclfe, from that which 
Ihaxe bene in former times. 


This marke and the two following, I propounded 
ynto her vpon her death bedygwhich I mentionnow be- 
cauſe they are as yſefu]l for the Church as the former 
| markes which I found noted in her paper. Andthat this 


ſigne 


——— 


| 7are; old things are paſſed away , behold all things are be- 


6-4 
——_— —_— — —— 


OR 
ſigne was in our ſiſter as well as the former, itwaseui. 
dent. For there was a maruellous chavge wrought in 
hermind and vnderſtanding, Shethat before knew not 
theright hand from thelett inreligion,ſhe was growne 
to a very.great vnderſtanding , in ſo much that ſhe was 
able both toſpeakediuinely,to infirufther ſeruants and 
children, and to write letters in the very language of 
Canaan with great ſufficiency. 

Secondly , ſhe found a change inher will and affe- 
Aions,For ſhe that was dead before vnto any ſound pie- 
tic, now ſhe was reuiued aboue all things-to affect and 
to ſecke Gods kingdome. 

Thirdly, there was an evident change inherlife and 
conuerſation;this weallkaew whichrknew her, and can 
teſtifie, | 

Now whereſoeuer this vniuerſall change is , from 
darkneſle to light, from euill togood, from the power 
of Satan to God; itis an cuident ſigne ofeffeQuallcal- 
ling, andeffeQuall calling is an vndoubted figne of ele- 
Qion,2.Cor.5.17.1f «ny men bein Chrift,be is a new crea- 


Co97e New. 


The ninteenth Marke. 
I find an vitcr —_—_— my (elfe,l know that in me,that 
#4, inmy fleſh, abideth nothing which a good: 


This bleſſed ſeruant of God had attaineda great mea- 
ſure of ſelfe deniall, She groned long vnder the burthen 
ofthe feeling of ſpirituall wants. She admired any ones 
graces ſauc her owne: ſhelothed her owne prayers for 
want of ſufficiency and zeale : ſhe was alwayes cowplai- 


TO MBESTON E. | 


ning for the moſt part of her ſpirituall wants. She was 
I 2 brought 
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broughtto plainenothing in her owne eyes. She eſtee. 
med her ſelte to be poore, yea tobe a'plaine begger in 
grace,as all choſe knew which knew her throughtly, 

Now my beloued, what greater ſigne isther@ of a 
true diſciple,then ſelfe deniall > What greater figne of a 
ſafe eftare, then ſpirirual}pouertie , felr and groned vn- 
der? For whar ſaich our bleſſed Saviour? Matth.s.3. 
Bleſſed are the poore in ſpirit, for theirs # the kingdome of | 
e2axen. Yea whoſocuer do loathe themſclues for their 


iniquities,and much more fortheir ſpiritua]l wants, and 
for the euill of their good workes, it is evidentthat they 
arc in the couenant of mercy, Ezek. 36.31, 


The twenticth Marke, 
I finde mine heart inclined to ſetke after God and Chriſþ 
in the wvſec of diuine ordinances with fernency. 


This ſigne our ſiſter acknowledged ypon her death- 


bedalfo; for when I demanded of her inthe ſence of her 
preſent wants , whether her conſcience did not teſtific 
with her, thatin her health ſhe had zealouſly ſought af: 
ter God: She made me anſwer, That her chamber, and 
cloſet,and orchard,and garden, and watergate, andtur- 
ret , and cuery corner could teſtific that ſhe had dearely 
and earneſtly ſought after God, Yea out ofthat know. 
ledge and experience , which I hadof the holy courſes 
of this ſantified woman,T may well ſay, that it was 
withthis woman in ſome meaſure as it was with David, 
Pſal.42. A the Hart panteth after the water brookes , (6 
parted her ſoule after thee 6 God. 
Now where there is giuen this ſtrong affeQion after 
God,the affeQion being conſtant, and allo ioyned with 


a 
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bleſſed eſtate.For bleſſed ere they which hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſſe, for they ſhall be ſatified, Mat.5.6. 

Thus I have for the- common good ſet out vnto you 
the markes and cuidences of a bleſſed woman. I hauc 
ſpoken that which Iknew in her. And the vices which 1 
would haue you to make of that which hath bene ſpo- 
ken aretheſe. Firſt, giuethankes vnto God for his won- 
derfull worke vpon our ſiſter. Secondly, learne hence- 
forth not to iudge of Chriſtians by the ourward appea- 
rance, For it may be, many which did nor ſo throughly 
know her, would not hauethought that ſhe had bene fo 
rare a woman, Thirdly,learn not toenuy the good name 
| or praiſe of others, but learnetobe of Salomons minde, 
Prou. 31.31: where ſpeaking of a good woman, he ſaith, 
Gine ber the fruite of her hanas, let hey owne workes praiſe 
ber in the gates, Fourthly,examine thine owne eſtate by 
theſe markes, and that by weighing euery particular 
ſigne,wich the explanation & confirmation of the ſame. 
Fiftly, pray vnto God that thou maieſt find them in thy 
ſelfe. Sixthly, if thou doeſt fiade them in thee vpon dili- 
gent ſearch,thenſce thou be thankfullro God,the giuer 
of all grace: andſay with DazidaPlal.16.6. The lines are 
fallen unto me in pleaſant places, Thaue a goodly heritage. 
Yea ſay with him inPlal.23.4. Though 1 walke through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1well feare none enill. The 
which childlike boldneſle , and holy confidence , God 
Almightic giue vnto vs all,and preſerue in vs vnto 

the end,andthat for Chriſt Icſus ſake,our one- 
ly Lord and Sauiour, Amen. 


FINIS. 
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a feruent vſc of the meanes,'it is an cuident ſigne of a | 
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